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to market. Many a farmer was obliged to 

tether his fields to prevent their floating 
away ; and when it was desirable to keep 
flocks and herds separate these fields have 

been pushed off from the shore and anchored 

ata distance. Then perhaps a storm has 

suddenly arisen, the fields have dragged 
their anchors and floated out to sea. But 

such curious incidents are now rare. 
If the Dutch have thus a constant battle 

with the elements they have the satisfaction 
of thinking that to their precarious situation 
they owe their independence. It was by 
the piercing of the dikes that the siege of 
Leyden was raised; and it was the amphi- 
bious fishermen of Zeeland—who took as 

their motto, “Rather Turks than Papists,’—:   

i who offered the stoutest resistance to Spanish 
tyranny. Even peat has played a part in 
its annals. A huge canal-boat, apparently 
laden with peat, was unsuspectingly taken 
by the Spaniards into Breda; and eighty 
armed men, issuing from it at dead of night, 
admitted Prince Maurice and his army into 
the town. Moreover, in 1593, a causeway, 

traversing some bogs, having been obstructed 
by trees being laid across it, the Spaniards 
set them on fire ; and, the flames seizing on 
the causeway and surrounding turbaries, 
they were obliged to raise the siege of an 
important fortress. 

It is said that Philip IL, on hearing of 
this incident, declared that since Holland 

| was combustible it should be burnt to ashes. 
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     \ ROUPED together in one 

“sacred corner” are the 

remains of the ancient glories 
of Pisa. The Cathedral, the 
Baptistery, the Leaning 
Tower, the Campo Santo, 
a form combination of build- 
ings scarcely surpassed. in 
interest and beauty by any in 
the world. The cathedral, 
erected to commemorate the 

victory of the Pisans over the Saracens 
in Sicily in 1063, is one of the most regular, 
beautiful, and lightsome pieces of Gothic 
architecture to be seen in Europe. The 
choir is of the finest marble, and the roof 
is supported by eighty columns of the same 
stone, each of one solid piece. The pave- 
ament is of tesselated marble ; and the gates, 
which are of brass, are exquisitely wrought 
with the history of our Saviour’s' birth; life, 
and passion. The most celebrated portion, 
however, is the campanile, or leaning-tower, 
which stands detached. This erection is of 
a round form, and 190 feet high, entirely 
built of white marble. It was begun in 
1174, but was not completed till about the 

  

(, THE LEANING TOWER OF PISA, | 
middle of the fourteenth century. It is 
ascended by 230 steps, has several galleries 
on the outside, and is open in the interior. 
From the summit a magnificent view is 
gained, extending, on-the one side, far over 
the Mediterranean, to Gorgona or even 
Corsica. 

The tower stands not less than 15 feet 
out of the perpendicular. Some conceive 
this reclining position, which produces a 
very singular effect on the traveller, to be 
occasioned by a sinking of the foundation 
on one side, and others, to the ancient 
builders: aiming at eccentricity in erecting 
this remarkable tower ; but, as the observa- 
tory and baptistery, which stand in the 
same square, have also a slight inclination, 
there can be little doubt that the former is 
the correct opinion. 

The only other lofty structure known to 
incline so much from a_ perpendicular 
position is the leaning-tower of Saragossa, 
in Spain, which was erected in 1503. It is 
built entirely of brick, and stands in the 
centre of the square of San Felippo, in 
solitary grandeur, insulated and lofty, being 
ascended by a stair of 284 steps.


