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turf, and surmounted by a carriage-road, 

lined with trees. Their maintenance is so 

expensive (says Chambers’s Journal) that 

had they been originally made of copper 

they would have been less costly. 

It is interesting to notice what has been 

effected in the way of reclamation of the 

inland waters. Haarlem Meer is the most 

signal example. Until the sixteenth cen- 
tury it was of insignificant dimensions ; 
but the wind, driving its waters forward, 
united with it five neighbouring lakes. Every 
storm further extended it, and the con- 

version of North Holland into an island 

was seriously threatened. Its area was 

about seventy square miles, and it required 

four or five thousand pounds per annum to. 

keep up its banks. Its reclamation was 
proposed as early as 1640 by Leeghwater— 

a celebrated engineer, who had recovered 

eighteen thousand acres in North Holland, 

known as the Beemster Polder, and who 

possessed the singular accomplishment of 

being able to remain for a considerable time 
under water, and there eat, write, or play 

on musical instruments. It was not, how- 

ever, till 1840 that the work was under- 

taken, one of the monster pumping-engines 

being appropriately named the Leeghwater ; 

and it was completed in 1852. The cost 
was nearly a million, but the sale of forty- 
two thousand acres covered the outlay. 

It must be remembered that a polder, or 

drained lake, has not only to be pumped 

dry, but to be kept dry—a task which has 

not to be encountered in other countries. 

The excess of rainfall over evaporation and 

the probable amount of spring or ooze- 

water have, therefore, to be. considered, 

and, above all, the height to which the water 

has to be lifted, for on this mainly hinges 
the question of profit. Such enterprises 

are commonly in the hands of private com- 

panies; but extensive schemes, such as 

Haarlem Meer, are undertaken by the 

Waterstaat. When a lake is drained, the 

srea is divided into parallelograms, often 

not much exceeding an acre in size; and 

these are separated by what are called 

primary canals. A certain number, perhaps 
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a dozen, of them are grouped together ; and 

their superfluous water is pumped into trans- 

verse canals ofa higher level, communicating 
with the main outlets to the sea. In the 

case of the Beemster there are four canal 

systems, of different levels ; and every drop 

must pass through each of them in its pas- 

sage to the ring-dike which surrounds the 

polder. This ring is always constructed in 

duplicate, and windmills are erected on its 

banks. Steam-power has not at present 

been much used. Poldered land is usually 

exempt from taxation for twenty years. 

Residence upon it is not found unhealthy, 

nor is it difficult to get rid of superfluous 

When, however, the wind blows 

continuously from the sea it becomes neces- 

sary to close the sluices in order to prevent 

the ingress of the ocean ; and if this happens 

during the rainy season, the basins into 

which the polders are drained become 

brimful, the land is flooded, and all agricul- 

tural operations are suspended until the 

wind changes. The reclamation of the 

Zuider Zee is confidently looked forward 

to; andit is partly in view of this that the 

North Holland Canal is being constructed, 

to give Amsterdam direct access to the 

North Sea and avoid the dangerous and 

circuitous route by the Texel. Its width 

will allow of two men-of-war passing one 

another at any point. 

Most of the polders were once bogs, and 

became lakes through the removal of layers 

of turf for the purposes of fuel. Peat, in- 

deed, is one of the chief productions of the 

country. Its ashes make a good manure, 

its soot cleans pots and pans, and its smoke 

preserves smoke and fish. The removal of 

the peat frequently lays bare rich alluvial 

land, and sometimes carries cultivation 

twenty feet below the original surface. This 

process has been going on for many cen- 

turies, for Tacitus describes the Belgz as 

burning their ground for want of fuel and 

drying it by the sun. The consent of the 

Waterstaat is now requisite before the 

ground-level may be reduced. Floating 

islands were once not uncommon, and strips 

of them might be cut off and floated down


