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are busily at work doing nothing, driven by 

steam in a profitless industry, the office of 

which is to see that they are really ready for 

the market. 

In an article on sewing-machines, the 

Times says, “The majority of sewing- 

machines make what is called- the lock- 

stitch, by far the most durable method of 

sewing. In order to accomplish this, a loop 

of thread is thrust by the eye-pointed needle 

through the material to be sewn. This loop 

is threaded by a shuttle, and by this means 

is made to interlock within its substance—a | 

very important feature, inasmuch as the 

fastening of the thread is protected from the 

friction of wear in washing. All machines 

used in trades where strength of sewing is : 

required make this stitch; indeed, cloth 

| loop-stitch which is apt to unravel. 

  and leather work would not bear the loop- 

stitch fastening, which is made outside of 
the material sewn, and forms a ridge very 

liable to be worn away. The Wheeler and 

Wilson machine, which is the one best cal- 

culated for household work, makes the lock- 

stitch by means of a rotating hook, which 

interlaces the thread on the under side and 

does away with the necessity for the shuttle, 

which is unnecessarily noisy. There are 

other machines which substitute a looper 

for the shuttle, and make a single-thread 

Some 

of these sewing-machines are very extrava- 

gant in the use of thread, one making a 

double loop-chain, using five yards of thread 

to one of sewing. ‘This is a serious matter 

looked upon in a manufacturer’s point of 

view, where the great and all-important aim 

is to economise the material.” 

  

DAMMING OUT 

    \\; ESIDE the most marvellous 

<< results of human labour and 

yj |\ perseverance may be placed 

the dikes and “ polders” of 

Holland. In that country 

eight of the provinces are 

below the level of the sea, | 

which is only kept out by 

enormous dikes, The Water- 

staat, or department of the 

Government which has the 

superintendence of these 

works, is, therefore, of great importance, 

and is invested with almost unlimited power. 

Any person may be summoned at its com- 

mand to resist that most formidable enemy 

of the State, water. 

Holland itself is merely the natural 

estuary of the Rhine, the Meuse, the | 

Scheldt, the Waal, the I.eck, and the Yssel. 

It is but a delta, formed from the soil 

brought down by these rivers from Central 

Europe; and if nature had her way we 

should see “great rivers wandering about 

  

  

THE OCEAN. 

among their towns and villages in search of 

new outlets to the sea.” Asit is, no human 

foresight can always avail to guard against 

catastrophes, for if the wind heaps up the 

waters of the German Ocean against the 

coast, thus preventing the discharge of the 
rivers, and if, at the same time, these rivers 

are swollen by the breaking up of the ice 

or a heavy rainfall, the waters overflow the 
dikes and spread over the country. 

At various times fearful inundations have 
happened, and many thousands of persons 

have perished. Enormous amounts have, 

therefore, been spent upon the dikes. 
Three hundred millions sterling have been 
spent by the Waterstaat within the tract 

| of country lying between the Dollart and 
the Scheldt, hardly as large as Wales and 
Yorkshire put together. Three hundred 
miles of dikes protect the islands of Zeeland 
frem the outer and inner waters. Some of 

them have a foundation one hundred and 
fifty feet in width, and are forty feet high, 
with a granite facing, being thatched with


