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HOW SEWING-MACHINES. ARE MADE, 

Nr, HE inventor of the 
first working sew- 
ing-machine was 

a poor mechanic 

named Elias 
Howe, a native 
of Massachusetts, 

a8 in America. Like James Har- 
~ greaves, the inventor of the 

spinning-jenny, it was whilst 

   

          
\ 

   \ 

ey 
   

observing the weary labour of his wife and’ 
other poor women that Howe conceived 
the idea of a machine that should lighten 
their work. After incessant labour, during 
the latter part of which he and his family 
were indebted to a friend for the means of 
subsistence, he took out a patent for his 
sewing-machine. This wasin the year 1841. 
His invention, however, did not meet with 
the encouragement it deserved, and Howe 

came to England, and after patenting it sold 
it toa London firm. On returning to his 
own country he found his patent pirated by 
a wealthy company; he, however, clearly 
established his rights, and in the course of 
a few years he became a wealthy man. 

Many and various are the improvements 
that have been made in this invention since 
Howe first brought it into use. There are 

several rival companies, each claiming the 
superiority for its own machines. The fol- 
lowing description of a walk through the 
extensive works of the Wheeler and Wilson 
Company, in Bridgeport, Connecticut, will 

interest our readers :— 

The works of this manufactory cover 
about seven acres of ground, and for some 
time past have turned out fifty machines an 
hour. Their business employs in its various 
connections, as mechanics, salesmen, and 
agents, from six to seven thousand men and 
women, If we estimate, as is usually done, 
four persons to each family represented, we 
have a population of nearly or quite thirty 

  

thousand, a good-sized inland city, it will 
be perceived, supported directly by this 
industry. There is a post-office in the 
establishment, and a very pleasant sight it 
is to see the men at noon gathering here for 
their letters and papers. 

The work is carried on in a manner which 
may not be unusual, but which was novel to 
us. All tools and materials are furnished 
at a certain price to subordinates, who are 
jobbers or contractors, and who furnish the 
finished article, or, to speak more accu- 
rately, the article finished up to a certain 
point, at a definite sum per piece. The 
company reserve the right to accept or 
reject work, and also the right to discharge 
any workman, though employed by a con- 
tractor. Thus they keep control of their 
great establishment and yet give to their 
employés a share in the profits and an interest 
in its progress. 

We follow our conductor out of the office, 
through a short passage-way into the large 
machine-room, Whew! what a change 
from absolute quietness to this ceaseless 
racket! It isa long room, and is full of 
machines, drilling, planing, turning, cutting, 
polishing away with indefatigable and tireless 
energy, every one busier than that traditional 
emblem of industry the bee: busier and 
buzzier, too, for never did any hive so hum 
and buzz with activity as this great hall. 

The room is composed of two halls of 
unequal length, at right angles to each 
other. We ask our conductor how many 
machines he has at work here. He 
does not know. We count in one row 
twenty-eight, and there are five or six rows. 
We abandon in despair all attempt at mak- 
ing an estimate of the entire number. They 
are for the most part lathes and drills, 
Every conceivable and inconceivable kind 
of turning and boring is performed here. 
Oil, oil, oil everywhere ; the whole room is


