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historian, “monuments of art and miracles 

of luxury; the remains of past ages, and 

those which had been the creation of yes- 

terday; the tombs of ancestors and the 

nursery cradles of the present generation, 

were indiscriminately destroyed.” Napoleon 

shuddered at the sight as ominous of a 

series of disasters, and was compelled to 

decamp precipitately. Much mystery has 

been affected with reference to this trans- 

action. But there can be little doubt 

that as it was intended to dislodge the 

French, it was the work of Rostopschin 

the governor, carefully prepared for, with. 

the full consent of the cabinet of St. Peters- 

burg. He was observed to bring along 

with him, on joining the army, a number of 

fire-engines. On being asked why he had 

brought such things, he replied that he had 

“good reasons for doing so. Neverthe- 

less,” he added, “as regards myself, I have 

only brought the horse I ride, and the 

clothes I wear.” 

“ By their own hands their much-loved homes were 

fired, 

By their own hands their thousand fanes expired ; 

Fierce burn the flames, that waft to yonder skies 

The incense of the patriot sacrifice. 

The wide bazaar, within whose stately walls 

A kingdom’s ransom filled the golden halls, 

Rich ag the fabled Phcenix’ funeral bed, 

In one full blaze of perfumed flame had fled ; 

Tower kindles tower, and fires on fires arise ; 

To aid the dreadful death the tempest flies, 

Speeds with the swiftness of the mountain storm, 

To where the Kremlin rears his iron form ; 

With wreathéd flames his regal towers are crowned, 

While hollow whirlwinds dance and moan around.” 

It is a curious fact that, the year after the 
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fire, seedling aspen plants sprang up every- 

where among the ruins of the city. That 

tree is very abundant in Russia, particularly 

in the woods around Moscow. The seeds 

had been wafted by the winds; and if the 

inhabitants had not returned to the site, it 

would speedily have becorme one immense 

forest. 

A prominent place belongs to Constanti- 

nople in the list of firedoomed cities. 

In 1729, a conflagration which raged three 

days consumed twelve thousand houses, and 

no less than seven thousand persons ; ano- 

ther, in 1745, of five days’ duration, proved 

fatal to six thousand ; a third, in 1751, cost 

a thousand lives; a fourth, in 1756, de- 

stroyed two thousand ; a fifth, in 1791, the 

most destructive of all, swept away thirty 

thousand dwellings, and nearly eight thou- 

sand of their inmates. The Danish capital 

comes next to the City of the Sultan. Three 

times in the last century was Copenhagen 

burnt almost to the ground; and during 

the bombardment of 1807, a fire broke out 

which lasted three days, when four thousand 

persons perished. Gothenburg in Sweden, 

Flushing in Holland, Gabel in Bohemia, 

Gera in Saxony, and Geneva, may be added 

to the dismal catalogue. But no calamity 

of this nature, in the present century, has 

yet equalled that which befel the old city 

of Hamburg, in 1842, as to the value of the 

property destroyed, estimated at more than 

eight millions sterling, when the lives of 

three hundred persons are supposed to 

have been sacrificed, and most of the im- 

portant public buildings were laid in ruins,   
  

  

  

    
LL travellers in the Western 

\, States speak of the amazing 

fertility of the boundless 

: prairies. Better land than 

that of Illinois for cereal crops the world’s 

‘Surface probably cannot show. Enormous 

prairies stretch across the State, into which 
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the plough can be put at once. The earth 

| is rich with the vegetation of thousands of 

years, and the farmer’s return is given to 

him without delay. The land bursts with 

its own produce, and the plenty is such 

that it creates wasteful carelessness in the 

| gathering of the crop. ‘Up in Minnesota,”


