
REMARKABLE CONFLAGRATIONS., 

‘left it this afternoon burning, a resemblance 
of Sodom, or the last day.” 

Though few lives were lost, yet the suf 
fering was immense, from want of food and 
necessary exposure in the open fields. 

Evelyn tells us that he went “towards 
Islington and Highgate, where one might 
have seen 200,000 of all ranks and degrees 

dispersed and lying along by their heaps of 
what they had saved from the fire.” But 
while a great immediate evil, an immense 
advantage was the final result, as better 

dwellings and broader streets took the 
place of the filthy dens and narrow lanes 
where plague and pestilence had been nur- 
tured. 

Of all cities of the modern epoch, and 
perhaps of ancient times, Moscow has suf 
fered the most fearfully from fires. In 
1536, it was nearly consumed, and two 
thousand persons perished. But this cala- 
mity was trifling to the dismal catastrophe 
of 1571, when beleaguered by the Tartars. 
They fired the suburbs, and a furious wind 
carried the flames into the heart of the 
capital, which the inhabitants could not quit 
except to die by the sword. A Dutch mer- 

chant who was present at the scene, and 

whose account is preserved in the Harleian 

MSS., speaks of the event as like a storm 

of fire, owing not only to the wind, but to 
the streets being “paved with great fir 
trees set close together, oily and resinous,” 

while the houses were of the same material. 

Thousands of the country people had taken 

refuge in the city from the public enemy. 
The poor creatures ran into the market- 

place, and were ‘all roasted there, in such 

sort that the tallest man seemed but a 
child, so much had the fire contracted their 

limbs—a thing more hideous and frightful 

than any can imagine.” “ The persons,” he 
adds, “that were burnt in this fire were 

above two hundred thousand”—an exag- 

geration, doubtless, but an indication of a 

horrible incident. 
A. still more stupendous conflagration 

was the burning of Moscow in 1812, owing 
to its increased extent. If attended with 
fewer horrors, they were sufficiently rife, 
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for all who could not fly—the sick, infirm, 
and wounded—inevitably perished. Upon 
the approach of the French invaders, and 
the loss of the great battle of Borodino, it 
was determined to abandon the old capi- 
tal of the Czars; and on Sunday, Septem 
ber 13th, its three hundred thousand in- 
habitants were suddenly aroused from a 
sense of security by a peremptory order to 
quit their houses, while the Russian army of 
defence filed through the midst of them in 
full retreat. On the morrow, the officers of 
the government and the police withdrew; 
the prisons were thrown open; and none 
were left but the incapable, and those who 
remained to execute the secret orders of 
the authorities. Towards evening the ad- 
vanced guard of the enemy arrived, and 
before midnight Napoleon was in the 
Kremlin. The city, with its churches and 

palaces of semi-Asiatic architecture, rising 

above an immense mass of private dwell- 
ings, must have presented a strange, solemn, 

and even awful spectacle to the new comers. 

Not a Moscovite was to be seen; not a 

chimney smoked ; not a sound was heard 

An unclouded moon illuminated those de- 

serted streets, vacant hotels, and empty 

palaces. “How does the city sit solitary 

that was full oi people.” 

Scarcely were the French established in 

their new quarters, when smoke and flames 

were observed issuing from houses closely 

shut up in different districts. By Tuesday 

evening, the 15th, the fires had assumed a 

menacing aspect, distracting by their num- 

ber the efforts made to quench them, while 

a high wind rapidly connected them with 

each other, and wrapped Moscow in a vast 

sheet of flame. Midnight was rendered as 

bright as day, for at that hour, at the dis- 

tance of nearly a league, Dumas could read 

the despatches forwarded to him by the 

light of the burning metropolis. Thirty 
thousand houses, seven thousand principal 

edifices, and fourteen thousand inferior 
structures, were reduced to ashes. The 

private loss is supposed to have exceeded 

thirty millions sterling. “Palaces and 

temples,” writes Karamsin. the Russian


