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who always carried a short, stout stick. The 

expected advent of this animal created as 

much buzz and excitement as the entrance 

of a savage bull into the arena at Madrid, 

and sundry sounds heard during the previous 

halfhour had only quickened expectation. 

After a short interval Mr. Rarey entered 

the ring, looking as cool as if no contest 

awaited him, followed speedily by two 

grooms leading the equine monster, whose 

huge muzzle, heavy-cut bridle, and cruel bit, 

causing blood to drop from his- mouth, 

added to the ferocity of his appearance. Mr. 

Rarey slowly stepped up to the animal and 

removed the muzzle, a kindness which he 

requited by making a savage plunge with 

intent to bite—an intent only frustrated by 

the agility of the American. Mr, Rarey 

then succeeded in getting close to the left 

shoulder, although the horse struck out most 

savagely with his fore legs, and, passing his 

right arm over the animal, by means of the 

bridle, dragged the head so much to the 

right as to secure himself from being bitten, 

and diminish the facility of striking out. In 

this position the horse, squealing, kicking, 

and plunging as much as he could, dragged 

Mr. Rarey ten times round the ring, and 

once so far succeeded in extricating himself 

as to make a desperate plunge at the barri- 

cades, which sent the occupants of the 

lower seats panic-stricken to the galleries. 

It seemed doubtful whether man or horse 

would conquer, when Mr. Rarey, taking 

advantage of a moment’s pause, strapped 

up the hitherto unapproachable fore leg, 

and the infuriated horse, uttering a sound 

between bellowing and squealing, plunged 

round the ring on three legs. 

Another strap was now passed round the 

pastern of the right leg, the end of which 

Mr. Rarey retained in his hand, and as the 

horse plunged, he was pulled down on his 

knees. The after-contest was most exciting, 

for the horse, rendered desperate, turned 

upon his fancied tormentor with his teeth, 

his only remaining weapons, and plunged ° 

upon him for nearly a quarter of an hour, so 

that it was only by great agility that he   
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animal’s ponderous weigat. Although the 

horse was on his knees, the hind legs were 

in their natural position, which gave him a 

most helpless appearance. At last science 

prevailed over brute force, and the horse, 

now nearly covered with foam,and very much 

exhausted, fell over on his side with a heavy 

groan, and lay stretched upon the straw. 

His temper being apparently overcome, 

the heavy bit was replaced by a light 

snaffle, and he was caressed and fondled. 

Mr. Rarey then jumped backwards and for- 

wards across him, and proceeded to stroke 

his hind legs. This roused the yet untamed 

spirit, and he struck out so savagely with 

his huge hoofs as to injure himself as well 

as alarm the audience. He raised himself 

on his knees, and made savage attempts to 

bite, but was again thrown down, and this 

time submitted to be stroked and have his 

hoofs rapped together. The fore legs were 

now unstrapped, and Mr. Rarey gave several 

sentences of his lecture while sitting on the 

horse’s side. He was then. allowed to rise ; 

but as soon as Mr. Rarey attempted to mount 

him, he became very savage, and plunged 

several times round the ring as at first. 

The whole process was re-performed, and 

the second time with success; but Mr. 

Rarey vaulted on the horse’s back simul- 

taneously with his rise from the ground, and 

never attempted either to saddle him or beat 

the drum. It was so evident that he was 

exhausted rather than subjugated that Mr. 

Rarey informed the audience that three more 

lessons would be required for the purpose. 

The cardinal points of Mr. Rarey’s 

system are—first, never to let the horse 

know his strength; and, second, to make 

him man’s friend by patient and gentle 

treatment ; and, for his success in improv- 

ing the condition of this faithful and noble 

servant of man, he richly deserves the 

medal presented to him by the Society for 

the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals. We 

trust that his system will be universally 

practised, and that the whips, spurs, Mame- 

luke bits, head-straps, and surcingles, of the 

horse-breaker, with the rest of his barbarous 

escaped being bitten, or crushed by the ; apparatus, will be banished for ever.


