
HORSE-TAMING EXTRAORDINARY. 113 

  

shod the same day, and three weeks after- 

wards his owner rode him at a review. 

This mode of taming horses is very com- 

monly practised by the conjurors of the 

Indian tribes; aud some years ago an Irish- 

man of the name of Sullivan, known as 

“the Whisperer,” pursued a plan which was 

supposed to be somewhat similar ; but his 

operations, whatever they were, were con- 

ducted in solitude, and his secret died with 

him. To Mr. Rarey justly belongs the 

honour of having introduced into this 

country a system of subduing vicious horses, 

certain, humane, and safe, and equally far 

from jugglery and mystery. We trust that 

it will ultimately supersede all the clumsy 

tackling and needless cruelties of the horse- 

breaker ; but we should hardly advise any 

one not possessed of strong nerves and 

unusual patience to attempt it as an 

amateur. ° 

Some time ago Mr. Rarey explained and 

illustrated his system in the Birmingham 

Circus, to an audience evidently interested 

practically in horses. From a peculiarly 

knowing look, the cut of their coats, and 

their mode of walking, it was obvious that 

nine-tenths of the people present were 

versed in the mysteries of horsemanship. 

When Mr. Rarey entered, he was received 

with a burst of applause, a repetition of 

which demonstration he earnestly depre- 

cated, as likely to affect the nerves of his 

pupils. This horse-tamer was far more like 

an English officer than a horse-breaker. He 

was a small, slight man, with good features, 

light hair and moustache, and a remarkably 

intellectual, gentlemanly expression of coun- 

tenance. He was dressed in a dark morn- 

ing suit, and his appearance and manner 

were equally superior. He began by 

describing the manner in which he had 

learned by experience the nature of the. 

horse—a dear-bought experience, in which 

every bone had been broken except his right 

arm. He said that all the vice of the horse 

was learned from man, and that, if he were 

only treated properly, and indications of 

what he is to do made to his intellect, 

cleverly and gently, instead of hastily and   

harshly, he would be the willing servant and 

the attached friend of man. He explained his 

process upon a quiet horse, and afterwards 

subdued two which were decidedly vicious. 

The first horse was a beautiful, bright bay, 

nearly thorough-bred, with a small head and 

bright, timid eyes. He seemed alarmed at 

first, and restless ; but a little fondling and 

a few quiet words reassured him, and he 

followed Mr, Rarey likea dog. After some 

explanatory remarks, Mr. Rarey showed 

his audience how to approach a horse, how 

to handle him, how to examine his feet, and, 

finally, how to mount him. He deprecated 

the use of powerful bits and curbs in 

general, as tending to rouse the spirit of 

resistance, and mentioned that the light 

snaffle is the only bit used in America. He 

severely criticised the way in which English 

gentlemen mount their horses, leaning 

heavily in the stirrup, grasping mane and 

saddle, and not infrequently pulling the 

latter almost round—a method of mount- 

ing, as he explained, very aggravating to the 

horse, and not always effectual till after two 

or three attempts have been made. He 

then removed the girths of the saddle, and, 

placing one foot in the stirrup, sprang 

lightly on the horse’s back. He next 

stood in the stirrup, balancing himself over 

the saddle, and politely hinted that no man 

was a perfect equestrian who could not 

mount as gracefully, and then, dismount- 

ing, vaulted lightly into the saddle without 

the aid of stirrups at all, implying by his 

language that the stirrup was only an inven- 

tion for old age. After going through the 

well-known process of strapping up the fore 

legs, throwing the horse down, beating a 

drum on his back, etc., which we were sorry 

to see tried upon the gentle thorough-bred, 

Mr. Rarey tamed an unbroken cart colt, 

evidently too sulky to turn out well, and. 

neither spirited nor vicious enough to afford 

much interest to the spectators. 

The crowning feature of the lecture. was 

the introduction of a huge, powerful black 

dray-horse, eighteen hands high, which - 

could never be shod, and could only be 

approached, when unmuzzled, by one man,


