
THE TEMPLE OF PHILA. V1} 

erection over the assumed grave of Osiris. 

Its situation is very striking, and it 

harmonises well with the surrounding 

scenery. My. Fairhclt pronounces it ‘the 

most exquisite in its effect of any in Egypt.” 

The great temple of Isis was approached 

by a quay and a flight of steps leading up 

from the river at the southern end of the 

island. The visitor then passed between a 

pair of obelisks, of which only one is now 

standing, and along an avenue of Isis- 

headed columns to the great propylon. A 

peristyle court and a small temple sacred to 

Horus are then entered. Another smaller   

propylon succeeds, and we reach the grand 

portico of the temple of Isis, its columns 

glowing with colour, their capitals delicately 

and exquisitely designed from lotus, acacia, 

and palm leaves. This general plan, how- 

ever, fails to give any idea of the bewildering 

mazes of corridors, halls, and shrines, which 

succeed one another. Perhaps the most 

interesting portion of the building is asmall 

‘chapel constructed upon the roof of one 

of the terraces. The sculptures in this 

chamber represent the history of Ositis. 

We see the mangled remains of the slain 

monarch brought together, women are 

      

  
    
    

    

  
  

        
  
            
                  
        
        
  

          

    
    

      

  
                                        
                                                                                                                                                                  
  
                                                                
  

  

weeping round his bier, whilst the symbol 

of the soul hovers over the corpse. 

Gradually the signs of returning life are 

indicated. Winged figures, like the che- 

subim of Scripture, stand around over- 

shadowing and guarding the body with 

their wings. The mystic legend unfolds 

itself step by step, till Osiris is seen robed, 

crowned, seated upon his throne, bearing 

in his hands, which are crossed upon his 

breast, the insignia of empire, and he is 

installed as the mighty and beneficent ruler 

of the invisible world. 
  

  
On the downfall of the Egyptian my- 

thology, Phile became an important Christ- 

ian colony. The monks who settled here 

like those at Beni Hassan, defaced the 

symbols of the old faith and substituted 

those of Christianity. Some of these are 

very curious. We have not only the cross of 

the ordinary form, with the familiar addition 

of the palm branch of victory, or inclosed 

within. a circle of amaranth symbolising 

eternity ; but we find strange combinations 

of unusual forms with fanciful additions, of 

which it is difficult to discover the meaning.


