
THE CRYSTAL GROTTO. 

Company of New York there were one 
hundred and sixteen. The men are paid 

by the piece, and work with marvellous 
rapidity, and the room presents a very 
siriking picture of busy activity. It can 

hardly be credited, but it is the fact, that 

the wiping of the plate by the hand 

sensibly wears away the steel, and the 

difference in value of different workmen 
is measured by the skill with which they 
succeed in polishing the surface with the 
least wear—producing the greatest cleanli- 
ness and the least attrition of the plate. 

The money is now substantially ready 
for the market. It only remains to print 

upon it the seal of the United States—a 
red stamp; to add the number, which is 

changed with every printing by an inge- 
nious contrivance, giving to every note its   
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\s EALOUS must be the travellers 
who visit the Balearic 
Islands, on the east coast 

of Spain. Indeed, few 
English people ever hear 

of or think about them. 

Yet they contain much that 
is beautiful. They have 
magnificent mountains, fine 
towns, splendid gardens, and 
an active, intelligent people ; 
but they are all shrouded in 

Popish darkness, and this is one reason 

why we hear so little about them. 

At one time these islands formed a 
kingdom called Mallorca, comprising the 

five islands, Majorca, Minorca, Iviza, 

Formentera, and Cabrea, but they now 

belong to Spain. The soil is fruitful— 

vines, olives, figs, oranges, and other 

tropical fruits, flourish luxuriantly. The 

oil harvest is very considerable, averaging 

700,000 gallons yearly. Saffron is also 

largely cultivated. Most of the people are 
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own number, and finally to divide the 

notes, which are printed six or eight on a 
single sheet. The money is then packed 
in boxes, and stowed away in vaults, ready 
for use. 

The most wonderful thing concerning 
these operations remains to be told—the 

accuracy with which they are conducted. 
A single sentence from the report of the 

chief of the department sums up the results 

of this painstaking care : 

“Tt affords me great pleasure to state 

that, in the engraving, printing, and finish- 
ing, of 890,483,995 dollars, notes, bonds, 

and other securities, and 104,140,286 

stamps, during the year (1871), not one 
| note or sheet of paper, or any portion of 

a note or sheet of paper, has been lost to 
the Government.” 
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employed in agriculture, but they also make 

good woollen and linen cloths, and they 

are celebrated for their cabinet work and 
pottery ware. 

A traveller who recently visited these 

islands thus describes what he saw :— 

“We landed upon the island of Majorca. 
The capital is Palma, a very pretty town. 
The cathedral towers above the ramparts, 

and inside of it there is a wondrous scene 
of beauty and a wondrous mass of trash. 
The beauty is in the pillars, the windows, 
and the carving; the trash is in the relics 
of old bones and paintings. The grandest 
architecture may enshrine the most abject 

superstition. 

We hired a horse and cart to make a 
tour of the island, which took us several 

days. The driver sat on a sheepskin, with 

his legs on each side of the horse’s flanks. 

The strange dialect this man spoke made 

it very difficult to converse with him; but 

his excessive desire to hear of England, 

and England’s religion, and England’s laws,


