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' open stone coffins, and then the vultures 
swoop down. A very short time suffices 
for these ravenous creatures to entomb the 
fleshy parts in their capacious maws, and 
the bones either fall, or are pushed through 
the grating, to join the other relics of 
mortality in the vault below. 

It is said to be the custom for the mourn- 
ing relatives and friends of the deceased to 
watch most anxiously the dispersion of the 
remains, to enable them to foretell, accord- 
ing to the order in which the several parts 
are disposed of, the future state of the soul 
now escaped from its earthly tenement. 
Great is the delight of the mourners if they 

    

IRE, air, and water 

have been named 

by various people as 
the different causes 

    
nomena. For aught 

may be produced by the union 
of allthree. Their effects have 
been most terrible. Not to 
mention others, more than 
100,000 lives were lost by an 

earthquake in Sicily in 1693, and similar 
numbers have perished in single outbreaks 
in China and Japan. Even our own 
country is not entirely free from these 
convulsions, though, so far as we know, 
no loss of life has resulted from them. 
Mrs. Somerville computes that 255 earth- 
quakes have occurred in the British Isles, 
all slight, 
effects of a shock predicted by a madman, 
thousands of persons passed the night in 
Hyde Park. The earthquake at Lisbon, in 
1755, 18 perhaps the best known of these 
tragedies ; but we have full details of an 
occurrence of this kind at Aleppo, in Syria, 

  
confined in the earth j 

of these fearful phe- | 

we know to the contrary, they | 

On April 8, 1750, to avoid the | 

observe that the right eye is consumed 
before its fellow, as this is the best augury 
for complete happiness in the next world. 
In about. three weeks the bearers return 
and remove the skeleton to the well, where 
the bones find their last resting-place. 

This mode of disposal of the dead is, to 
my mind, a revolting custom, discreditable 
alike to the enlightened ideas of the 
Parsees, and to the Government that per- 
mits it. But owing to the policy we have 
hitherto pursued in India, to interfere as 
little as possible with the religious obser- 
vances of the inhabitants, no check has been 
placed upon the practice.” 

EARTHQUAKES. 

| in 1822, which we give in the words of an 
eye-witness :— 

“T was, at that time, asleep on the ter- 
race of a particular friend, who, by the help 
of the Almighty, was mercifully saved, with 
all his family. About half an hour previous 
to the great shock, a light one was felt, when 
I took the precaution to draw my bed from 
under a very high wall, where it was placed. 
Iwas soon awakened by the fall of that wall 
on the very spot where my bed had stood. 
I sprang from my couch, and. without wait= 
ing to dress myself, fled into the house, 
which I found falling on all sides. 

To remain in the house, or to take 
flight through the streets amidst falling 
houses, appeared equally dangerous. I 
commended my soul to God, and em- 
braced the latter resolution. In conse- 
quence, I descended the back stairs of the 
house, by the Almighty’s guidance, for the 
front staircase fell at the same time. 

The darkness of the night and the 
clouds of dust prevented me from perceiv- 

, ing the stones and rubbish on the stairs 
which had fallen from a part of the house ; 
I stumbled, and was precipitated into the   courtyard, and fell on a dead body. How


