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have failed to take the hotly-besieged city 

of Jerusalem had not a pigeon, which was 

sent to bring news to the besieged that the 

King of Persia was hastening to their help, 

fallen into their hands, and so led them to 

press on the siege before the Persian army 

arrived. 

Many examples of power and speed in 

these birds, and of the certainty with which 

they return from incredible distances to the 
' place where they were bred, are on record. 

These wonderful powers have been made 

use of both in war and commerce. The 

most extraordinary instance we know of is 
that of a carrier pigeon despatched by Cap- 

tain Sir John Ross from his Arctic winter 
quarters in 1850, which reached its home 
near Ayr, in Scotland, in five days. Sir 
John took with him four of these pigeons, 
belonging to a lady residing in Ayrshire, in- 
tending to liberate two of them when he 
should go into winter quarters, and the other 
two when he should have discovered Sir 
John Franklin. A pigeon made its appear- 
ance at the dovecote in Ayrshire, which the 
‘lady recognised by marks that left no doubt 
of its identity. It bore no billet, but there 
were indications of one having been torn 
away. 

Some years ago the idea originated in 
Ceylon of employing carrier pigeons to bear 
despatches from the port of Galle, at which 
the steamers touched, to Colombo, the 
capital, seventy-two miles up the country, 

. For many years these messengers continued 
to perform the duty. The road being almost 
a straight line, the birds usually accom- 
plished the passage of the seventy-two miles 

’ (well laden with manuscript and printed 
slips) in from one to two hours. As soon 
as they arrived, a special flag was hoisted to 
announce the event, and every one hastened 
to the office to hear the overland news. 
During the Crimean war, it may be well 
supposed that intelligence had been most 
eagerly awaited ; and when the despatch 
announcing tre details of the fall of Sebas- 
topol—so full of joy and grief for multitudes 
—teached the capital of the distant colony: 
of Ceylon, great was the excitement. Orders 

» motion. 

  

were immediately issued by the commander 
in-chief for a royal salute to be fired in 
honour of the event, which was done 
accordingly on the faith of intelligence trans- 
mitted by no more regular channel than the 
carrier pigeon. 

The Antwerp birds are considered the 
best for the purpose of carrying messages. 
The feathers of the wings are firm and broad, 
while the flight feathers so overlap that great 
resistance is offered to the air in rapid 

All the pigeons employed as 
letter-carriers undergo a careful system of 
training. Their owners take the young 
birds, short distances at first, from their 
homes, to let them return, the direction 
being constantly varied. Any one much 
about London may often see men or boys 
with pigeons either carried in the hand or 
in paper bags or a basket, perhaps upon 
London Bridge, by St. Paul’s, or other 
marked spot. The birds are thrown up into 
the air, when, circling round a few times, 
they make for home. These birds are 
mostly birds being trained for “ homing 
birds.” A good Antwerp, so it is stated, 
when fully grown and in good condition, 
will, under favourable conditions of wind 

and weather, travel about five hundred 
miles in twelve hours. 

There is an account given of a race or 
match with pigeons which took place in the 
year 1865. The starting-point was Liver- 
pool, the winning-point Ghent ; the distance 
to be traversed, traced in a straight line, 
was just 500 miles. Thirty birds were 
started at halfpast five in the morning. 
Some of the birds reached Ghent that samé 
evening, having accomplished the distance 
in something like twelve hours and twenty 
minutes, or at a rough average of forty miles 
an hour. Others arrived about an hour 
after the first batch, and eight of the thirty 
were lost altogether. 

During the siege of Paris a regular service 
of message-carrying by pigeons was organized 
between the closely-beleaguered capital and 
the temporary seat of government at Tours. 

By the aid of the microscope and photo- 
graphy, an immense number of messages


