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course resort to punting even in going down, 
in order to distance his fellows ; and herein 
lay the danger, for if the foot struck the 
ground with any force while going ten or 
twelve miles an hour, the shock was likely 
to pitch the rider from the saddle, to divorce 
him from his steed, and perhaps do serious 
damage to both. 

The pleasure of this exercise depended 
very much upon the progress the rider had 
made in the art of managing his uncon- 
scious nag. Hundreds of persons who began 
experiments with the expectation of doing 
wonders threw them up in disgust after 
a few trials, and hundreds more, after 
persevering for weeks and months without 
sufficiently mastering the art, were fain to 
abandon it. On level ground most persons 
could do pretty well after a few lessons, but 
there was very little enjoyment to be got 
out of a level run unless the ground was 
perfectly hard and smooth, and the rider had 
learned by experience how to economise 
his powers. In ascents at all steep the 
punting was sheer hard work, and if the 
incline was steep and long the best plan was 
to alight from the saddle and push the horse 
up the hill. This was compared by the 
critics to a man’s carrying his own horse 
instead of being carried by him—but in fact 
it was far easier to walk up the hill with 
the horse than without it, as by leaning on 
the pad most of your weight was transferred 
to the wheels. But whatever might be the 
trouble of the ascent, there was ample 
compensation in coming down again, when 

_ you had nothing to do but sit still and be 
whirled onwards. One precaution, how- 
ever, was necessary, and that was to be sure, 
in the first instance, that the hill you were 
to descend was not too steep. 

It happened on a certain afternoon that 
one of the best riders in the town where 
the writer was then living set out for a 
village about four miles distant, and seated 
at the summit of an ascent above a mile in 
length. He had no trouble in reaching his 
destination, and after resting awhile set out 
on his return. Suspecting no danger, he 
began the down-hill roll, and ere a couple   

ot minutes had elapsed found himself 
thundering along at a frightful pace. He 
had no means of stopping or even of retard- 
ing his career, as to have put foot to the 
ground would have been to be thrown, and 
all he could do was to guide himself over 
the smoothest part of the ground and keep 
clear of obstacles. But the momentum 
added every instant to the velocity of his 
flight, while the level ground yet lay far in 
advance. Still, by careful piloting and 
balancing he kept his seat, though now 
advancing in bounds with the ground sink- 
ing under him. He would probably have 
escaped with a whole skin, had it not been 
that the road took a sudden turn to the 
left just at the foot of the hill; but by the 
time he had reached the turn his pace had 
become so furious that the guiding wheel 
had lost its hold of the ground, and could 
not avail to turn him in his course. The 
consequence was that the machine dashed 
right on ahead, flew up a little grassy bank, 
and crashed through the drawing-room 
window of a gentleman’s house, carrying 
away the sash, scattering the glass in ten 
thousand fragments, and depositing the 
unexpected visitor, bruised, bleeding, and 
bewildered, in the centre of a small tea- 
party. Had he missed the window, and 
encountered the stone walls, he had most 
likely been killed on the spot; fortunately, 
however, he came off without any very 
serious injury. This man was one of the 
most accomplished riders of the day ; one of 
his exploits, which bore the look of extreme 
peril, though it was really less dangerous to 
the rider than to the machine, was to kneel 
upon the saddle, and then to stand upright 
upon it, while going at a quick pace down 
a gentle declivity, balancing himself without 
the aid of the pad, and guiding his course 
by means of cords attached to the handle 
of the driving wheel. 

Such was the velocipede of our boyhood. 
Ifit did not decline as rapidly as it came 
into fashion, it yet disappeared gradually, 
and, as to its original form, had vanished 
in the course ofa few years. There were 
several causes that had a share in setting it


