
BICYCLES AND VELOCIPEDES. 

food in many parts of the East. They are 

eaten green, dried, or beaten into meal, and 

serve for food at all seasons of the year. 
The Arabs have a saying that “a good 
‘housewife may furnish her husband every 

day for a month with a dish of dates 

tlifferently prepared.” They also boast of 

its medicinal virtues. From the leaves 

they make couches, baskets, bags, mats, 

BICYCLES AND     ~ URING the last few years 
the use of bicycles has 

become very popular. They 

are simply a development of 
the old “rantoon,” or three- 

wheeled velocipede. These 

old-fashioned vehicles some- 
times did good work. In 
1862 two men came from 

Bristol on one velocipede to 
London, on a visit to the 

International Exhibition, ac- 

complishing the journey in twenty-one 
hours, and returning easily in eighteen. 
The two-wheeled variety, however, has 

far outstripped this, and it is by no means 
unusual for eighteen miles an hour to be 
accomplished by it. Paris is all alive with 
this machine. In the Bois de Boulogne, 
and on the suburban roads near the capital, 
such races are conducted under all sorts 
ofconditions. Asa skilful bicyclist can easily 
do his twelve or fourteen miles an hour, and 
can continue this for four or five hours at a 
stretch, there is certainly a potentiality of 
contesting a rather formidable race. In 
one instance a Frenchman accomplished 123 
miles right off. When the velocipede first 
made its appearance in England, which was 
nearly half a century ago, the “dandy 
horse” was the suggestive designation 
bestowed on it. 
that now extinct biped the dandy flourished. 
Then it was that the class who now form 
the “fast men” about town made most 

That was the period when !   

83 

and brushes; from the branches, cages 
for their poultry; from the fibres of the 
boughs, thread and rope; from the sap, 

a cooling drink; the body ofthe tree serves 

for fuel; and their camels are fed on the 

date-stones. Indecd, among the many use- 

ful trees given by the kind providence of 
God to the eastern people, there is not one 

more serviceable or more prized. 

VELOCIPEDES. 

characteristic demonstrations in the matter 
of dress. They wore black velvet stocks, 

six inches in width, in lieu of neckties, and 

carried their shirt collars up to the level of 
their eyebrows. The rest of their attire was 

in keeping with the extravagant neck-gear ; 

huge high-crowned cylinders, all but guiltless 
of rims, covered the head; a full-breasted frill 

seemed bursting like a pigeon’s crop from 
the feeble embrace of a scanty vest of light 

buff; the dress-coat of blue cloth, with its 

burnished yellow buttons, hung down behind 
in a point like a pheasant’s tail; the waist 
was compressed with stays tightly laced in 
to the narrowest dimensions, and contrasted 

with a pair of balloon-shaped pants, full- 
blown at the hips, and growing small by 
degrees and beautifully less until they ter- 
minated in high-heeled Wellingtons armed 
with solid iron tips which made an incessant 
clatter on the pavements. This ¢ouwt ensemble 

was accounted “the thing ”—and whoever 

desires to contemplate it in its picturesque 

proportions has only to refer to the carica- 
tures of the period. 
Who was the inventor of the new toy we 

have not been able to learn, nor is it by any 
means certain whether it was really invented 
at the above date, or was simply a restora- 
tion of an old hobby. It began to be 
popular in the west of England about the 
close of the year 1820, and during the 
general excitement on the subject of the trial 
of Queen Caroline was made the medium of 

sundry political jokes of a very doubtful


