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sides several small unproductive ones, may 

be seen on each bunch. In good situations 
the fruit is gathered four or five times in the 
course of the year. It is most used as an 

article of food, both meat and drink, when 

green or young (ova of the Tahitians, 
koroomba of the Cingalese); in that state 
it yields an abundance of a delicious 
cooling beverage, to which Madeira wine, 
brandy, etc., is sometimes added. . 

Passing over “toddy,” arrack, omejar, 

jaggery (coarse sugar), and other secondary 
products, the rind or husk of the cocoa-nut 
is very fibrous, and when ripe is the veya or 
coir of commerce, now so extensively used 
in Europe and North America for matting, 
brushes, hats, etc. It is prepared by being 
soaked for some months in water, washed, 

beaten to pieces, and then laid in the sun 
to dry. This being effected, itis again well 
beaten, until the fibres are so separated as 
to allow of their being worked up like hemp, 
similar to which it is made up in ropes of 
any size, from the smallest cord to the 
largest cable, but it will not receive tar; it 
is rough to handle, and has not so neat an 
appearance about the rigging of shipping as 
that made from hemp, but surpasses the 
latter in lightness and elasticity, and even, 
it is said, durability; more so if wetted 
frequently by salt water. From its elas- 
ticity it is valuable for cables, enabling a 
ship to ride easier than with a hemp or chain 
cable. Bennett remarks that he was once 
on board a ship, in a severe gale, when 
chain and hemp cables gave way; and 
the vessel at last, most unexpectedly, rode 
out the gale with a small coir cable. 
Among the Polynesian Islands, where this 
tree grows, the coir is used in the manufac- 
ture of sennit, some of which is beautifully 
braided, and devoted to a variety of pur- 
poses. At Tonga, one of the Friendly 
Islands, the natives dye the sennit, called 
“kafa,” of various colours, using it in tying 
the rafters of the huts, etc. The rope for 
their canoes is all manufactured from this 
substance. The husk from which the 
fibrous substance has not been separated 

  

brushes for the floor; and brooms, mats, 
and bags are also manufactured from it. 

Another valuable production of the cocoa- 
nut is the oil, which is an article of exporta- 
tion from Ceylon and other parts of India, 
Polynesia, etc. It is used in various articles 
of domestic economy; besides being an 
excellent burning oil (for which it is most 
admired, giving out neither smoke not 
smell when burning, and having a clear 
bright flame), it has since had an additional 
value and more extended use in Europe, 
by the discovery ofits capability of being 
manufactured into candles, rivalling wax or 
spermaceti, at the same time without being 
much higher in price than those of tallow, 
Soap has also been manufactured from it; 
and it is lavished by the Asiatics, Polyne- 
sians, and other intertropical natives over 
their persons ; and at Tongatabu and others 
of the Polynesian Islands is used scented 
with sandal-wood, which gives a delightful 
fragrance to the flowing tresses and elegant 
persons of the dark beauties of those fas- 
cinating islands. In cold weather this oil 
(like most of the vegetable oils) becomes 
very hard, and requires to be melted before 
it can be used for burning. 

The date palm is largely distributed over 
Eastern lands, especially Egypt, Barbary, 
and Arabia. Itis the most conspicuous ob- 
ject of the oases in the great African desert. 
It shoots up its straight and tapering stem 
to the height of fifty to sixty feet. The stem 
is marked by numerous ring-like ridges. 
The bright green leaves are on the top, and 

drop their feathery shapes like a canopy. 
Alarge group of flowers appears in what 

is called a spathe, one of which-contains 
12,000 blossoms ; and three such Clusters 

are found on each tree. One species of the 
palm is said to exhibit the great number of 
200,000 flowerets in a single spathe. 

This tree produces its fruit under its 
leaves. It begins to bear at about six 

years of age, and is fruitful for upwards of. 

two hundred years. Each bunch of fruit 

weighs about twenty-five pounds, and one 

tree yields about a hundredweight every 
is used in Ceylon in lieu of scrubbing- | season. Dates are a principal article of


