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found! Some on mountain 
tops, almost in the range of 
perpetual snow; others rise 
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level of tropical seas. Some eM : ra 
ft GV) , tuxuriate in’ swamps, or 
| Co flourish by the banks of pe- 
SO rennial streams ; others grow ; § 

in the midst of arid sand, and 
amidst pathless deserts. In habit some are 
solitary, others gregarious. No order of 
plants, in short, is so varied in circum- 
stances of growth, and so little reducible in 
this respect to rules and generalisations. 

More remarkable still are the palms in 
their economic uses to man. In some parts 
of the world the inhabitants would be almost 
incapable of existing without them. They 
afford food, clothing, furniture, weapons, 
and every implement and appliance that 
raises man above the purest savage state. 
Here are some of the multitudinous uses of 
the cocoa-nut tree:—The heart, or very 
young leaves, called the “cabbage,” is an ex- 
cellent vegetable, either cooked or dressed 
in stews, hashes, or ragouts. The Cin- 
galese use the dried, old leaves as torches, 
both for themselves during the dark nights 
and to carry before the carriages and palan- 
quins of Europeans; they also use the 
spathe for a similar purpose, as well as for 
fuel; and at Rotuma and other Polynesian 
islands it is also adopted for alike purpose. 
At Tongatabu, one of the Friendly Islands, 
combs are made of the midrib of the seg- 
ments, the upper part being beautifully 
worked with the fibre of the husk, or duly. 
“These combs, from their neat appearance, 
were,” says Bennett, “‘in great requisition 
during the time I visited that island, and all 
the women were busily employed during 
our-stay in making them, to exchange with   

ITS USES. 

the papalang? (foreign) officers and crew for 
trifling articles. The combs were stained 
by the bark of the koko-tree of a dark red- 
dish colour, intended as a rude imitation of 
tortoiseshell. ” 

The washermen of Ceylon burn the foli- 
age for the sake ofits alkaline ashes. The ' 
midribs of the leaves, when tied together, 
form brooms for the decks of ships. The 
Cingalese use the unexpanded leaves in 
forming ornaments on the occasion of any 
festival, decorating arches, etc., in various 
picturesque forms of crowns, flowers, etc. 

There is one portion of the tree which 
much attracts the attention of the observer, 
—it is a kind of network at the base of the 
petiole, which when very young is delicate, 
beautifully white, and transparent, but when 
having attained maturity becomes coarse 
and tough, and changes to a brown colour. 
It is stripped off in large pieces, which are 
used in Ceylon as strainers, particularly for 
the toddy, which is usually full of impurities 
when first taken from the tree, as its sweet: 
ness attracts innumerable insects. At 
Tahiti it is called 4a; and besides being 
used as sieves for straining arrowroot, cocoa: 
nut oil, etc., the natives, when engaged in 
such occupations as digging, fishing, etc., in 
order to save their bark-cloth, join several 
portions of this network together, and hav- 
ing a hole in the centre, in a manner similat 
to their mat garment called Ziabuta, wearit 
as an article of apparel, merely for the time 
in which they may be so engaged. It is 
certainly a garment neither to be admired 
for its flexibility or firmness, but well adap- 
ted for fishermen, or those occupied in the 
water, as it is not easily injured by wet, 
whereas bark-cloth would be utterly 
destroyed in the water, its substance 
resembling paper both in strength and ap- 
pearance. 

A tree produces several bunches of nuts; 
and from twelve to twenty large nuts, be-


