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£246,000 to the Tunnel Company, under - 
the condition that the money ‘‘should be 
solely applied in carrying on the tunnel it- 
self, and that no advance should be applied 
to the defraying of any other expense until 
that part of the undertaking which is most 
hazardous shall be secured.” Isambard 
Brunel was then too much engaged in rail- 
way undertakings to permit his giving assist- 
ance to his father, and Mr. Beamish suc- 
ceeded him in that office, and had the 
honour of completing the tunnel. ° The 
work was continued, with varying fortunes, 
till March 25, 1843, when it was opened to 
the public. 

The total length of the tunnel is 1,200 
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feet ; its cost from first to last was about 
4450,000, of which £180,000 was sub- 
scribed or lent, and the remainder advanced 
by Government. “The carriage ways were 
originally intended to consist of an im- 
mense spiral road, winding twice round 
a circular excavation 57 feet deep, in 
order to reach the proper level. The 
extreme diameter of this spiral road was to 
be no less than 200 feet. The road itself 
was to have been 4o feet wide, and the de- 
scent very moderate ;” but as the work pro- 
ceeded, the plans were very much modified. 
The tunnel now forms part of the East 
London Railway, between Wapping and 
Rotherhithe stations, 
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| ITHIN the state of California 
there is a perfect natural 
theatre, almost as symmetri- 
cal in arrangement as if it 

had been artificially erected. It is at a 
place called Temple Canon, some four and 
a half miles from Canon City, and was 
discovered but a year or two ago. The 
climb is not steep, though rather rough, 
especially to effect an entrance into the 
temple proper, which can only be accom- 
plished by clambering over several huge 
boulders, which, if removed, would ren- 
der the illusion of a temple and stairway 
all the more striking. Once passing in 
through the great rifts of rock, for all the 
world like the stairway to some grand place 
of amusement, the body of the temple is 
reached, and to the tourist’s astonishment, 
before him is a stage with overhanging arch, 
with “ flats” and “ flies,” with dressing-rooms 
on either side, and a scene already set as 
if for some grand tableau. If so intensely 
realistic from the parquet, as the broad 
circling floor might aptly be termed, or 
from the parquet or dress-circles, as the 
higher ledges would suggest, the clamber 
up to the stage itself renders it all the more 
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so, for there is found ample room for a full 
dramatic or operatic company to disport 
upon, while in the perpendicular ledges 
and caves on either side twenty-five or 
thirty people might retire and not be ob- 
served from the body of the hall. The 
Stage is at the least thirty feet deep, and 
some sixty to seventy broad; the arch 
above fully one hundred feet from the floor 
of the canon, the stage itself being about 
forty feet above the floor. ‘The arch is 
almost as smooth and perfectly proportioned 
as if fashioned by the hand of man, and 
during the wet season the water from a 
stream above falls in a great broad sheet 
over its face to the floor of the canon 
below. At such times the effects from the 
stage of the temple is, as can be imagined, 
exceedingly fascinating, for there, entirely 
protected from the water, one looks through 
the silvery sheen out upon the scene be 
low. Upon the rear wall of the stage quite 
an aperture has been hewn out by some 
action, and the shape it is left in is peculiarly 
suggestive of tableaux preparation. All is 
bleak, bare, and towering walls, and a more 
weird spot to visit cannot possibly be 
imagined.


