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length extricated myself from the stage ; and 
by swimming and being forced by the water, 
I gained the eastern arch, where I got a 
better footing, and was enabled, by laying 
hold of the railway rope, to pause a little, 
in the hope of encouraging the men who 
had been knocked down at the same time 
with myself. ‘This I endeavoured to do by 
calling to them. Before I reached the 
shaft the water had risen so rapidly that I 
was out of my depth, and therefore swam to 
the visitors’ stairs, the stairs of the workmen 
being occupied by those who had so far 
escaped. My knee was so injured by the 
timber stage that I could scarcely swim or 
get up the stairs, but the rush of the water 
carried me up the shaft. The three men 
who had been knocked down with me were 
unable to extricate themselves, and I grieve 
to say they are lost, and, I believe, also 
two old men and one young man in other 
parts of the work.” To fill up the hole and 
regain the frames, Brunel resorted to the 
means which had proved so successful after 
the former irruption, and about 4,500 tons 
of clay and gravel were absorbed by the 
hole. The same alarms, anxieties, and 
fatigues were, again experienced, pressing 
only more heavily in consequence of being 
deprived of the active superintendence of 
Isambard Brunel, who had been severely 
injured in the late accident. The next 
irruption was in November, 1837, and 
the last in April, 1840, about eight in the 
morning, it being low water at the time. 
During a movement of the poling-boards in 
the shield, a quantity of gravel and water 
tushed into the frame.: “The ground 
rushed in immediately, and knocked the 
men out of their cells, and they fled in 
a panic; but finding the water did not 
follow, they returned, and by great exer- 
tions succeeded in stopping the run when 
upwards of 6,000 cubic feet of ground had 
fallen into the tunnel. The fall was atten- 
ded with a noise like thunder, and the 
extinguishing of all the lights. At the 
same time,'to the horror of Wapping, part 
of the shore in that place sank, over an 
area of upwards of 700 feet, leaving a cavity   

on the shore of about thirty feet in diameter 
and thirteen feet in depth. Had this 
taken place at high water, the tunnel would 
have been filled ; as it was, men were sent 
over with bags of clay and gravel, and 
everything was rendered secure by the re- 
turn of the tide. Sometimes sand, nearly 
fluid, would ooze through minute cracks 
between the small poling-boards of the 
shield, and leave large cavities in the 
ground in front. On one of these occasions 
the sand poured in all night, and filled the 
bottora of the shield. In the morning, on 
opening one of the faces, a hollow was dis- 
covered, eighteen feet long, six feet high, 
and six feet deep. This cavity was filled 
up with brickbats and lumps of clay. One 
of the miners was compelled to lay himself 
down in this cavity, for the purpose of build- 
ing up the further end, though at the risk 
of being buried alive.” 

While all this was taking place, the funds 
of the company had become exhausted, and 
an appeal was made to the country. A 
public meeting was held, attended by the 
Duke of Cambridge, the Duke of Welling- 
ton, and many other noblemen and gentle- 
men of distinction. The Duke of Welling- 
ton proposed a series of résolutions express- 
ing his confidence that the great work 
would be crowned with success. “Of my 
own knowledge,” said his Grace, “I can 
speak of the interest excited in foreign na- 
tions for the welfare and success of this 
great undertaking. They look upon it as 
the greatest work of art ever undertaken.” 
The result of this meeting was that £418,500 
was at once subscribed, but the scheme to 
raise money on debentures completely 
failed. Up to that time the company had 
raised and expended a total of £170,000, 
and the public rightly. thought the security 
for a further outlay was very uncertain. 
The water having been cleared out of the 
tunnel, a mirror was placed at the end of 
the visitors’ arch, and which, having been 
stuccoed and lighted with gas, continued 
to be an object of great attraction to visit- 
ors from ‘all parts of the world. At last 
Government consented to make a loan of


