
CAPTAIN BOYTON’S LIFE DRESS. 
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along the coast, he was at length cast ashore 
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high and dry at Trefaska Bight, on the 

Skibbereen coast, and the next day made 

his way to Cork, where he rejoined his 
anxious friends on board the Queen. 

Captain Boyton soon became better known 
to the people of England, and his experi- 
ments excited great curiosity. He crossed 
the Channel, went up the Thames and 
other rivers, and proved in every way the 
value of his invention, and his name and 

achievements are now familiar round the 
world. 

The aquatic feats with which Captain 
Boyton astonished the good people of 
England were accomplished by means of a 
dress which, though known by his name, is 
really the invention of a Mr. C. S. Merriman, 
of New York; Captain Boyton, a man of 
great pluck and resolution, having been 
commissioned to introduce it into Europe. 
This life-preserving garment is made of solid 
india-rubber, and is in two parts, the lower 
being the pantaloons, to which boots are 
attached, and the upper the tunic, with 
sleeves, gloves, and helmet connected to it. 
The pantaloons are formed with a waistbelt 
or hoop of steel, which is elastic and has a 
rib of india-rubber running round the out- 
side. The tunic has a similar rib of rubber 
around the inside of the waist, which is 
drawn over and contracts under the rib on 
the pantaloon belt, and by its elasticity, 
gripping in tightly, forms a water-tight joint. 
This joint is further secured by an outer 
belt of rubber fastened with a buckle. 
Having put on this suit in the order indica- 
ted in our description, the operator next 
proceeds to inflate it, which he does by 
blowing in turn through five tubes, fitted 
with stop valves, each tube communicating 
with an air-chamber. Of these chambers 
there are two in the pantaloons, two in the 
tunic, and one in the helmet. In the front 
of the helmet an aperture is left large 
enough to show the eyes, nose, and mouth 
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of the operator, and the act of inflating the 
helmet brings the edges of the rubber in 

close contact with the face, so that there are 

only a few square inches of exposed surface. 
The suit weighs r5lb., and when fully in- 
flated is stated to be capable of sustaining a 

weigh of 300lb., which allows for the weight 

of a person saved by the wearer from 

drowning ; besides which, the inventor has 

provided for the contingency: of damage to 
any one of the air-chambers. The suit 

when out of use is packed away in an india- 
rubber bag weighing about 2lb. This bag 
has a compartment round the mouth in 

which three gallons of water may be stowed 

away. In the bottom of the bag are placed 
provisions, signal lights, etc., and air is 

blown into the water compartment, which 
expands the mouth of the bag inwards and 
so closes the opening, which can further be 
strapped tight. Equipped in this dress, 
and thus provisioned and provided with 
a paddle, the voyager is unsinkable, and, 
apart from danger from sharks or from con- 

cussion with rocks, there is no reason why 
he should not remain in the water for an 

indefinite period. As the dress fits loosely 
and is put on over the ordinary clothing, 

the temperature of the body is equally 

maintained. With a little practice, it can 

be put on and inflated in two minutes. 
Captain Boyton’s first attempt to cross the 

English Channel, from Dover to Boulogne, 

was frustrated only by want of knowledge 

of its conflicting currents, and the refusal of 

the French pilot to take any responsibility 
after nightfall’ ‘His second attempt was 
made under more favourable conditions, and 

crowned with complete success, his voyage 
having occupied the twenty-four hours all 

but twenty-two minutes. Since that adven- 
ture, the dress has been successfully tried 
by others, and there can be no question 
that Captain Boyton has added a most 

wonderfully efficient means to those already 
in existence for the saving of life at sea.


