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and having a concentrically laminated | 

structure. ¢, the spinal column. 7, the 

swimming-bladder, which is of an elongated 

form and of great length, measuring from 

two to nearly three feet. 

The mode of capturing the electrical eel 

is described by a naturalist, Bonpland, who 

stopped at Calabozo, on the Orinoco, in 

order to witnessit. ‘ While our hosts were 

explaining to us this strange mode of fishing, 

a troop of about thirty halfwild horses and 

_mules had arrived, and 

the Indians had made 

a sort of circle, press- 

ing the horses on all 

sides, and forcing them 

into the marsh. The 

Indians, armed with 

long canes and_har- 

poons, had placed 

‘ themselves round the 

basin, some of them 

mounting the trees, the 

branches of which hung 

over the water, and by 

their cries, and still 

more by their canes, 

preventing the horses 

from landing again. 

The eels, stunned by 

the noise, defended 

themselves byrepeated 
discharges of their 
batteries.: For a long 
time it seemed as if 
they would be victor- 

lous over the horses. 
Some of the mules 
especially, being almost stifled by the fre- 
quency and force of the shocks, disappeared 
under water ; and some of the horses, in spite 
of the watchfulness of the Indians, regained 
the bank, where, overcome by the shocks they 
had undergone, they stretched themselves at 
their whole length. The picture presented 
was now indescribable. Groups of Indians 
surrounded the basin, the horses with 
bristling manes, terror and grief in their 
eyes, trying to escape from the storm which 
had surprised them; the eels, yellow and 
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livid, looking like great aquatic serpents 

swimming on the surface of the water, and 

chasing their enemies, were objects at once 

appalling and picturesque. In less than five 

minutes two horses were drowned. An eel, 

more than five feet long, glided under one 

horse, and discharged its apparatus through 

its whole extent, attacking at once the 

heart and viscera, probably benumbing and 

finally drowning it. 

When the struggle had endured a quarter 

of an hour, the mules 

and horses appeared 

less frightened, their 

manes became more 
erect, their eyes ex- 

pressed less terror, the 

eels shunned in place 

of attacking them, at 

the same time ap- 

proaching the bank, 

when they were easily 

taken by throwing 

little harpoons at them 

attached to long cords, 

the harpoon sometimes 

hooking two at a time, 

being landed by means 

fthe long cord. They 

were then drawnashore 

without being able to 

communicate any 

shock.” 

Several of these won- 

derful fish have been 

brought to England in 

a living state. A fine 

gymnotus was kept for 

many years at the Polytechnic Institution in 

London. Numbers of experimenters were ac- 

customed daily to test its powers; and the 

fatal, or at all events the numbing power of 

the stroke was evident when the creature was — 

supplied with fish. Though blind, it was 

accustomed to turn its head towards the 

spot when a fish was dropped into the 

water, when it would curve itself slightly 

stiffen its muscles, and the victim turned 

over on its back, struck as if dead by the 

violence of the shock. 
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