
65 
  

THE ELECTRIC EEL. 

<{ ISTINGUISHED for majestic size, 
. great power of vision, strength 

of wing, rapid flight, indomitable 

courage, and almost resistless 

> powers of attack, the eagle is 
justly considered the king of 

birds, and is often introduced as an apposite 

symbol of human royalty in sacred and 

secular literature. On the monuments of 
Nineveh the head and wings frequently 
occur as the emblems of kingly power; 
and in the pages of inspired prophecy the 

noble bird is repeatedly employed to repre- 
sent Oriental sovereignties for the time over- 
powering and triumphant. The eagle soars 
loftily, and builds its platform nest in high 
places, upon the brow of tall cliffs, or on 
the uppermost branches of the towering 

cedar-tree, itself flourishing far up the slope 
of a mountain chain, The prophet Ezekiel 

   

water fishes of South America 

is the Gymnotus electricus, or 

electrical eel. Its singular 
properties enable it to arrest 
suddenly the pursuit of an 

enemy or the flight of its prey, 
to suspend on the instant 
every movement of its victim, 
and subdue it by an invisible 

& power. Even the fishermen 
themselves are suddenly paralysed at the 
moment of seizing it, while nothing external 
betrays the mysterious power possessed by 
this creature. 

The French astronomer Richer was the 
first to make known the singular properties 
of this American fish. ‘I 
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THE GOLDEN EAGLE. 

writes of the king of Babylon as “a great 
eagle with great wings, long-winged, full 
of feathers,” which “came unto Leban- 
on, and took the highest branch of the 
cedar.” 

The parent birds show tender solicitude 
for their young, and provide liberally for the 
wants of the helpless brood. The quantity 
of food collected for them is so ample that 
several instances are on record of poor 
families obtaining sufficient subsistence in 
straitened times by daily visiting the nests 
for spoil, As soon as the eaglets are able 
to cater for themselves, they are roused 
to exertion by their natural guardians, con. 
strained to quit the nest, incited to ply their 
wings, instructed by example how use them, 
and aided in their early attempts, till with 
confidence and courage they can cleave 
the air like their parents.   
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1 astonished,” he says, “to see a fish some 

three or four feet in length, resembling aneel, 

deprive of all sensation the arm and neigh- 
bouring parts which touched it. I was not 
only an ocular witness of the effect produced 
by its touch, but I have myself felt it, on 

touching one of these fishes still living, 
though wounded by a hook, by means of 
which some Indians had drawn it from the 
water. They could not tell what it was 
called, but they assured me that it struck 
other fishes with its tail in order to stupefy 
them and devour them afterwards, which is 

very probable when we consider the effect 
of its touch upon a man.” 
When full-grown the gymnotus measures 

between five and six feet in length ; its 

colour varies with age, and the nature of the 
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