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journeys the Arab 

dealers sometimes 

Ve require to cross 
We the lakes and rivers 
eN which are so fre- 

quent in Central 

For this purpose they 
¢ enerally use a pirogue, a 

pe bufee eek most ingeniously 

contrived out of the trunk of a 

tree. Sometimes the pirogue 

Africa. 
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E: Mediterranean is separated 

from the Red Sea by astrip of 

sandy desert very Hale more    
only which prevents Africa 
from being an island, and pre- 
vents ships from sailing from 
Europe to India by way of the 
Red Sea. Hence, from very 
early times, ingenious men 
have formed plans for cutting 

a ship canal across this barrier. The nar- 
rowest part is from Tineh on the Mediter- 
ranean to Suez on the Red Sea; but as 
this is a barren region of sand, sandstone, 
and salt swamps, a route was sought for 
which would avoid a certain elevated tract of 
sandstone country. The surveyors found 
a peculiar depression or level, not much 
above the sea-level, marked in different 
places by the Bitter Lakes, Lake Temsah, 
the Karash salt-marshes, Lake Bellah, 
Lake Menzaleh, and the plain of Pelusium ; 
this, though a wretched country for a 
settlement, offered a favourable route for 
a canal. The Egyptians under Pharaoh- 
Necho commenced such a work as early 
as twenty-five centuries ago ; indeed, some 
authorities believe that the canal was 

  

  

  

  

PIROGUE. 
b Gas “w their slave- -buying | consists of a double boat, being two trunks 

joined together. This, from its construc- 
tion, it is almost impossible to upset, and 
it is consequently much in favour where 
the passage is dangerous. On smooth 
waters, however, the pirogue represented 
in our engraving is generally used ; and, 
propelled by stalwart paddlers, makes 
‘rapid progress through the water. In 
South America, a particular kind of vessel, 
with two masts and a sail, is also called a 
pirogue, 

THE SUEZ CANAL. 
actually finished, and applied to the pur- 
poses of trade ; that it was from 108 to 168 
feet wide, and from 15 to 30 feet deep. 
But be that as it may, the canal became 
choked with sand. Traces of it are still 
visible along the depressed line of route 
(about 90 miles long) above adverted to. 
The Greeks and the Romans, the Saracens 
under the Calif Omar, the Genoese and 
the Venetians, all in turn contemplated 
the possible restoration of the old Egyptian 
canal; indeed, the emperor Trajan really 
restored it in the second century a.D., and 
the Calif Omar in the seventh century ; 
but the shifting sands had in every case 
hitherto conquered the engineers, by gra- 
dually choking up that which had been 
excavated. The celebrated Robert Ste- 
phenson, who was engaged with French 
and Italian engineers in surveying the 
isthmus at various times between 1847 and 
1853, came to a conclusion that a really 
practical and permanent ship canal cannot 
be formed in that region ; instead of this 
he constructed a railway for the Pasha of 
Egypt, from Alexandria on the Mediter- 
ranean shore to Suez on the Red Sea 
shore; and this railway has ever since 
rendered excellent service. It was left for


