
beautifully clear water, and discovers to a 

great depth various groups of incrustations 
which are very tempting to the eye of the 

beholder. The depth of this reservoir is 
not less than fifty feet. On the brow of 

the hill, at the height of nearly two hundred 
feet above the level of the Great Geyser, 
are several holes of boiling clay ; some of 

produce sulphur and the efflo- 
rescence of alum; and at the base of the 

hill on the opposite side are not less than 
twenty springs, which prove that its foun- 
dations are entirely perforated with veins 
and cavities of hot water. 

‘On my return this way from the north, 
I again pitched my tent for two days 
beside these celebrated fountains, and 
found their operations still more mag- 
uificent and interesting than they were 
before. The Great Geyser continued to 
erupt every six hours in a most imposing 
manner. In some of the eruptions the 
jets seemed to be thrown much higher 
than they were in the preceding year, 
several of them reaching an elevation of 
not less than a hundred and fifty feet. 

What rendered my second visit to the 
Geysers peculiarly interesting, was my 
discovery of the key to Stockr, by the 
application of which I could make that 
beautiful spring play when I had a mind, 
and throw its water to nearly double the 
height observable in its natural eruptions. 
The morning after my arrival I was 
awakened by its explosion about twenty 
minutes past four o’clock ; and hastening 
to the crater, stood nearly half an hour 
contemplating its jet, and the steady and un- 
interrupted emission of the column of spray 
which followed, and which was projected 
at least a hundred feet into the air. After 
this, it gradually sank into the pipe, as it 
had done the year before, and I did not 
expect to see another eruption till the 

which 
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following morning. However, about five 
o’clock in the afternoon, after a great 
quantity of the largest stones that could 

be found about the place had been put into 

the spring, I observed it begin to roar with 
more violence than usual; and approaching 
the brink of the crater, I had scarcely time 
to look down to the surface of the water, 

which was greatly agitated, when the erup- 
tion commenced, and the boiling water 
rushed up in a moment, within an inch or 
two of my face, and continued its course 
with inconceivable velocity into the atmo- 
sphere. Having made a speedy retreat, I 

now took my station on the windward side, 
and was astonished to observe the elevation 
of the jets, some of them rising higher than 
two hundred feet; many of the fragments 
of stone were thrown much higher, and 
some of considerable size were raised to an 
invisible height. 

For some ‘time, every succeeding jet 
seemed to surpass the preceding, till the 
quantity of water in the subterraneous 
caverns being spent, they gave place to 

the column of steam, which continued to 

rush up with a deafening roar for nearly an 

hour. 
The periodical evacuation of Stockr 

having been deranged by the violent 
experiment, no symptoms whatever of a 
fresh eruption appeared the following 

morning. As I wished, however, to see it 

play once more before I bade an everlasting 
farewell to these wonders of nature, and 

especially being anxious t9 ascertain the 
reality of my discovery, I got my servant 
to assist me, about eight o’clock, in casting 
all the loose stones we could find into the 
spring. We had not ceased five minutes 
when the wished-for phenomena recom- 
menced, and the jets were carried to a 
height little inferior to what* they had 
gained on the preceding evening,” ayy 

 


