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MONGST the most 
wonderful of natural 
phenomena are the 
Geysers of Iceland. 
These are hot-water 
fountains, which, from 

& & some wel, cause find an 
K outlet in the surface of the earth, 
) and hurl hot water and steam 
1 to an immense height. These 
\ springs of hot water are not con- 

fined to Iceland; in some parts of 
America they are also to be found on an 
enormous scale. The Iceland Geysers 
are thus described by an appreciative 
writer, — 

“About ten minutes past five we were 
roused by the roaring of Stockr, which blew 
up a great quantity of steam ; and when my 
watch stood at the full quarter, a crash as 
if the earth had burst, which was instan- 
taneously succeeded by jets of water and 
spray rising in a perpendicular column to 
the height of sixty feet. 

As the sun happened to be behind a 
cloud, we had no expectation of witnessing 
anything more sublime than we had already 
seen; but Stockr had not been in action 
above twenty minutes, when the Great 
seyser, apparently jealous of her reputa- 
tion, and indignant at our bestowing so 
much of our time and applause on her 
rival, began to thunder tremendously, and 
emitted such quantities of water and steam, 
that we could not be satisfied with a dis- 
tant view, but hastened to the mound with 
as much curiosity as if it had been the 
first eruption we had beheld. 

However, if she was more interesting in 
point of magnitude, she gave the less 
satisfaction in point of duration, having 
again become tranquil in the course of five 
minutes; whereas her less gaudy but 
more steady companion continued to play 
till within four minutes of six o’clock. 

   

  

GEYSERS. 

Our attenticn was so much taken up with 
these two principal fountains, that we had 
little time or inclination to watch the 
minutiae of the numerous inferior shafts 
and cavities with which the track abounds. 
The Little Geyser erupted perhaps twelve 
times in the twenty-four hours; but none 
of its jets rose higher than eighteen or 
twenty feet, and generally they were about 
ten or twelve. The pipe of this spring 
opens into a beautiful circular basin about 
twenty feet in diameter, the surface of 
which exhibits incrustations equally beauti- 
ful with those of the Great Geyser. At the 
depth of a few feet, the pipe, which is 
scarcely three feet wide, becomes very 
irregular, yet its depth has been ascertained 
to be thirty-eight feet. There is a large 
steam-hole at a short distance to the north- 
west of the Little Geyser, which roars and 
becomes quiescent with the operations of 
that spring. A little farther down the 
track are numerous apertures, some of 
which are very large, and being full of clear 
boiling water, they discover to the spec- 
tator the perilous scaffolding on which he 
stands. When approaching the brink of 
many of them, he walks over a dome of 
petrified morass, hardly a foot in thickness, 
below which is a vast boiling abyss, and 
even this thin dome is prevented from 
gaining a due consistence by the humidity 
and heat to which it is exposed. Near the 
centre of these holes is situated the Little 
Stockr, a wonderfully amusing little foun- 
tain, which deals its waters in numerous 
diagonal columns with great regularity every 
quarter of an hour. 

Nor is it in this direction alone that ori- 
fices and cavities abound. Ina small gully 
close to the Geyser are a number of holes 
with boiling water ; to the south of which 
rises a bank of ancient depositions, con- 
taining apertures of a much larger size than 
the rest. One of these is filled with


