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life insurances, invalid and pension societies, 

hospital, bathing establishment, four people’s 

schools, besides an industrial school for girls 

and work-school for women, all proclaim 

the thoughtfulness of Herr Krupp, their 

founder and benefactor. 

But it is impossible to recount all the 

    

   
\\HoMAS Epwarp, the Scotch 

4 naturalist, was the son of 

NHISS a private in the Fifeshire 

: Militia, and was born at 

Gosport on Christmas Day, 

1814. After the Battle of 

Waterloo had brought the 

war to a close, the militia 

regiments were relieved from 

the duty of guarding our sea- 

coast towns, and young Ed- 

ward’s parents went home to 

Aberdeen, where his father worked as a 

hand-loom weaver. 

Here Thomas was in his glory. The 

Green, where the Aberdeen Railway Sta- 

tion now stands, was then really a green, 

and close by were the “Inches,” near the 

mouth of the Dee, over which the tide 

flowed daily. The boy was always in the 
- open air searching for and appropriating 

every living thing which he could lay his 
hands on. He was constantly bringing 

home “beasties,” such as tadpoles, horse- 

leeches, beetles, frogs, caterpillars, rats, 

hedgehogs, moles, and birds, which, for 
want of proper receptacles, escaped and 
overran the house, and sometimes invaded 

the dwellings of the neighbours, who com- 
plained greatly of the annoyance caused by 
the “ venomous beasts.” ‘Tom was scolded 
and flogged, deprived of his clothes, and 
tied up to the table, but nothing could keep 
him at home: once he slipped out with |   

wonders—wonders far surpassing the fabled 

deeds of the Arabian Aladdin—this truly 

great man has produced in his little West- 

phalian birthplace ; it suffices to say, there- 

fore, that he himself resides in a newly- 

erected and almost magnificent castle on 

the banks of the Ruhr at Werden. 
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and, paddling about in the “Inches,” 

caught a chill, which resulted in a fever 

and laid him up for some time. 

But no sooner had he recovered than he 

took to his old ways, one of his chief feats 
being the capture of a wasp’s nest, which 
he carried home wrapped up in his shirt, 
and which his parents plunged into boiling 
water to render it harmless to the rest of 

the family; on another occasion he caught 
an adder, which he sold for fourpence to a 

chemist in the town, whose shop-window 
contained many specimens of Tommy’s 

collecting. At the age of five he was sent 
to school, principally to keep him out of 

harm’s way; but he was a sore plague to 
the teachers, for when he was not playing 

truant, he was sure to bring some “ beast” 

with him to the school. From his first 
school he was dismissed because a jack- 
daw which he had with him joined in the 
the prayers with a loud “caw ;” from the 
second he was expelled because his horse- 

leeches, getting hungry, had crept out of 

their bottle, and began to feed upon the 
legs of his fellow-pupils; and from the 
third he was also expelled because he was 

accused of bringing in a centipede which 

was found upon a desk, besides getting a 

severe beating for denying the false charge. 

After this he wandered about the 
“Tnches” for a time, and at the age of 

six years went to work at a tobacco factory, 

about two miles from Aberdeen, where 
nothing but an old petticoat around him, | he first saw the kingfisher and the sedge:


