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divine,” nature sometimes 

makes sad mistakes. Occa- 

sionally two persons are so 

united in bodily structure as 

to be inseparable. The most 
remarkable instance of’ this 

peculiarity is in the case of 
the well-known Siamese Twins. 

These men, named respective- 

ly Chang and Eng, were born 
in May, 1811. They were of 

short stature, Eng being 5 ft. 24 ins. high ; 
Chang being about an inch shorter. They 

had excellent health throughout life, and 

  

possessed good muscular development. The | 
band that united them sprang originally 
from the lower portion of each breastbone, 
and kept them face to face ; but their efforts 
during childhood to attain a more con- 
vertient position, produced some bending | 
of the structures concerned, so that they 
stood shoulder to shoulder, in which posi- 
tion they usually crossed their adjacent 
arms behind each other’s backs. When 
necessary, however, as at meals, they could 

bring both arms forward without inconveni- 
ence. The band itself was about four inches 
in length, and more than seven inches in 
circumference in the centre, and rather 
more than three inches deep at its junction 
with each body. The nerves of each brother 
passed a little beyond the middle of the 
band, so that a touch was felt by both over 
a central portion about an inch in width, 
beyond that portion only by the brother 
who was touched. The blood vessels in like 
manner communicated, but there was no 

interchange of blood between the two ; and 
experiments showed that chemical agents 
introduced into one body had no appre- 
ciable effects upon the other. The hearts 
of the two brothers were distinct, and even 
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N fashioning the “ human form | somewhat unlike, and the respiration was 
wholly independent of each other. Their 
mental operations were entirely distinct too, 
and in playing chess against an adversary, 
they consulted one another about the next 
move. ‘Their original resemblance, the 
necessities of their position, and the fact 
that their experiences must have been 
absolutely identical through life, combined 
to bring them into an extraordinary degree 

of concord in thought and action ; but into 
no greater degree than may be thus ac- 

counted for. It was plainly their study, 
and became their second nature, to act in 

harmony in all things. They moved as if 
by one impulse and without verbal com- 
munication, and rarely talked to each other. 
But each would feel the other’s impulse to- 
move before a bystander could detect it. 
They took pleasure in all sports that could 
be pursued in concord. They took no 

pleasure in sports that would place them 
in opposition, as in playing games of chance 
or skill against each other, although per- 
fectly capable of playing such if they cared . 
for them. ‘These interesting twins died a 
few years ago, within an hour of each other. 

Among the most remarkable twins united 
after the fashion of the Siamese, and who 

have survived their birth, were two girls 
described by Dr. Berry, who lived to be 
seven years old. The drawing which he 
gives of them shows them to have been 
healthy, good-looking, and active. Food 
taken by the one, nourished the other ; but 
they were different in character, and one 
sometimes woke while the other slept. 

Of twins who have lived united back to 
back, the best known instance is that of two 
Hungarian sisters, Helen and Judith; they 

were born in 1701, and died at Presburg, 
in 1723, aged twenty-three. Some disorders 
they had separately ; others, as measles or


