
WONDERFUL TREES, 3? 

immense height on the mountain ranges of 

California. : 

“The most important of the trees are 

mamed and numbered,—the Mother of the. 

Forest, the Three Graces, Maid of Honour, 

Daniel Webster, Richard Cobden, Henry 

Ward Beecher, and so on. One, which has 

fallen and lies pointing to the south, is 

called after Andrew Johnson, the late ex- 

President of the United States, on account 
of his southern. proclivities.” The tallest 
tree actually measured is the Keystone 

State, which is three hundred and _ twenty- 

five feet high. One tree, numbered three 
hundred and thirty, was originally over one 
hundred feet in circumference at the base. 
Another, though one ‘side has been burnt 
away, still measures ninety-three feet round 
the base. A calculation of the age of the 
trees, by counting the annual rings, was 

‘made by the Geological Survey. Having 
selected one which was deemed suitable 
for the purpose, it was felled by means of 
augers and wedges, a task which occupied 
five men for twenty-two days. The stump, 
at six. feet from the ground, had a circum- 
ference of about ninety feet. A very care- 
ful counting of the rings, gave its probable 
age as one thousand years. As this tree 
was in full vigour, it may be fairly assumed 
that those which show signs of decay are 
much older.” 

The following is the account of another 
traveller who came upon these monsters of 
the forest more suddenly :— 

“Sure enough there stood a red-barked 
monster dwarfing the large trunks among 
which it grew, as a full-grown tree does a 
crowd of saplings. Where were our pines, 
with their eighteen feet girth, by the side of 
2 giant some one hundred feet round, breast 
high! Of course, the great size of the ordinary 
forest timber in which these huge growths are 
found, takes off from their immense propor-   

would show like the Eddystone Lighthouse. 

It was hard to realize that what we saw were 
trees. Their trunks, when we stood close 

to them, had almost the appearance of 
artificial structures. One that had fallen 
was hollow, and had been broken by its 

fall. We rode into the break, and through 

the prostrate fragments, as if it had been a 

tunnel. We climbed upon the trunk of 

another, also fallen, and when I had step- 
ped fifty-five yards along it, I measured its 
circumference, and found it to be over 

twenty-five feet. Thus, with its bark on,— 

it had been stripped,—it would have been 
at least some thirty feet in girth, at a height 

of one hundred and seventy feet from the 

ground, But these were not the largest 

that we saw. The bark of these trees is 

red, and nearly a foot thick. . It lies on the 
trunk, in rough longitudinal ridges like 

huge muscles, but so soft that with my 

pocket-knife I cut off two great trunks 

from a portion which had been detached 

and lay upon the ground. The branches 

are short, and spring mainly from the upper 

part of the tree. The foliage is scant in 

proportion to the trunk, and the cones no 

bigger than plovers’ eggs. The tree itself 

is said to be a species of cedar; but it 

spends its strength in growing more wood 

than leaves. There are about six hundred 

of these cedars, of different sizes, some 

being comparatively small, in the Mariposa 

groups. I do not know the greatest height 

reached by any one of these, but in another 

grove, the altitude of one is found to be 

three hundred and thirty-five feet ; and there 

also, a fallen trunk can be ridden through 

on horseback for a distance of twenty-five 

yards.” 
It is only necessary to add that as these 

trees are now carefully protected by the 

United States Government, they are likely 

to remain for ages to gratify the curiosity 
tions ; but if one were set upon a plain, it | of the traveller.


