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had not a settler — which, two hundred years ago, was buta scattered 
collection of feeble trading posts and settlements and which, one 
hundred years ago, was at once the problem and the butt of the 
great nations of Europe, it is to-day the second nation of the world 
in wealth, the first in energy, intelligence and inherent power. 
The United States needs no standing army, but millions of its 
citizens are ready to defend the honor of their home land in time 
of need. It expends each year for education in its public schools 
one hundred and twenty-five millions of dollars and educates therein 
nine millions of scholars; four hundred colleges instruct one hun- 
dred thousand young men and women in the higher branches of 
study and a thousand daily newspapers carry intelligence, instrue- 
tion and the spirit of progress into millions of homes. 

In the one hundred and fifteen years of independence more than 
sixteen millions of foreign folks— emigrants from every nation 
across the eastern and western seas — have poured into the country. 
Bringing here all their old world notions, faiths and ways they 
have been a source of fear to the timid and a problem to the law- 
makers of the nation, who felt that a danger to the republic might 
lie in this “invasion of America” by the hosts of the world’s poor. 
But the true American has too much faith in the lasting value of 
the principles of freedom that have made his country great to 
fear their overthrow by those who, in time, will become as good 
Americans as is he himself. Two hundred years from now, when 

all the conflicting elements of these days of emigration will have 
been lost in the mingling and mixing they must undergo, the 

United States will know neither German nor Irishman, Italian nor 

Chinaman, Swede nor Hungarian, “ Barbarian, Scythian, bond or 

free,” for there will be but one imperial citizen —the American. 
To-day the United States of America, giving equal rights and 

unrestricted sufirage to all its citizens, with eighteen hundred mil- 

lions of acres of land in town and city, field and farm and forest, is 

worth over sixty billions of dollars and leads the world in the pro-


