
240 GROWING INTO GREATNESS. 

steel, or the whale oil that fifty years ago boerfieay burned; par- 
lor cars and palace steamboats in place of stage-coach and eine 

boat; bridges instead of ferry-boats; the typewriter instead of the 
pen; sewing machines in place of needles; ploughing, planting, 

mowing and reaping machines in place of the slow-going affairs of 
our grandfathers’ day; the bicycle, the camera, the electric car — 

these and hundreds of other wonderful improvements that the boys 
and girls of to-day accept as matters-of-course and look to see still 
further improved, are not only new to the world since the days “be- 
fore the war,” but are really the fruits of the success that has come 
to the great American republic since its centennial year of 1876. 

Some of these advances were the outcome of the years of calm 
and quiet that marked the administration of President Hayes. In 

those days however were heard the mutterings of the unrest that 
always accompanies success, for where money is not equally dis- 
tributed some are certain to get richer than others and those who 

have to work and struggle without great success are apt to grow 
envious and jealous of those who outstrip them in the race. So, in 
some sections of the land, certain of the working people — the men 
in factories or shops, or on railroads, docks and extensive works of pro- 

ducing or of building — began to say that they ought to be allowed 
to arrange their own wages and demanded more than their em- 
ployers were willing to pay them. Failing to receive what they 
asked for they laid down their tools, compelled their fellow-work- 
men to throw aside theirs and, as it is called, “ went out on a strike.” 

Sometimes these strikes were very disastrous to business interests 
and to personal rights. The railroad strikes of 1877 broke out into 
riot at Pittsburgh, in Pennsylvania, and led to the loss of nearly one 
hundred lives and the destruction of over three million dollars’ 
worth of property. 

There was also much discussion over money matters during the 
administration of President Hayes. The law that made gold the 
standard of values in money and said that a gold dollar was worth


