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of the Constitution, but in order to remove him from office, it re- 
quired that two thirds of the senators should vote that he was ¢ guilty. 
The vote stood: “Guilty” — thirty-five; “Not guilty” — nineteen. 
This was not a two thirds vote and the President was acquitted. 

In the midst of this “reconstruction” trouble and when all the 
States, excepting Virginia, Mississippi and Texas, had (on their 
acceptance of the conditions imposed by Congress) been restored 
to their old place in the Union, President Johnson’s term of office 
expired. It had been a stormy time, but even through all the dif- 
ferences of opinion, the people of the North and South were coming 
nearer together, though yet sore and stubborn over many things. 

The result of the Presidential election of 1868 endorsed the 
position taken by the Republican Congress. The most popular man 
in the country was selected as candidate by the Republicans. His 
success was assured from the start, and General U. 8. Grant, the 

invincible leader of the Union armies, was elected president by 
two hundred and fourteen out of the 

two hundred and ninety-four electoral 
votes. 

Little by little affairs improved i in 

the South. The Fourteenth Amend- 
ment to the Constitution which decreed 
“equal rights” to all men— white 
and black — and the Fifteenth Amend- 
ment, which decreed universal suffrage 
to all, were accepted, or ratified, by 

- three fourths of the States ; and though 
at first the results were full of danger 
in the South where unprincipled white 
men sought to use to their own in- 

terest the new voting power that had been given to the negroes, 
this evil in time righted itself, and year by year the scars of war 

were ee in the South; the spirit of progress entered in and 
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