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Merrimac for four hours and drove her back to cover. From that 
day wooden war-vessels were doomed. Ironclads were built by all 
the nations as the only safe and sure kind of sea-fighters; and “ the 
white squadron” of 1891 is the natural result in the navy of the 
United States of Ericsson’s plucky little Monitor. 

The war, though terrible and bloody, really helped to make men 
and women gentler and more thoughtful. It taught the people to 
look after those who were fighting their battles for them. Societies 
were formed for the careful protection of the soldiers’ interests: to 
help them as they marched to battle, to help them as they lived in 
camp, to help them as they fell wounded on the field, to help them 

as they lay sick or maimed in hospital, to help them as they returned 
disabled to their homes. The greatest of | 
the societies, the United States Sanitary 
Commission, expended millions of dollars 

_ in thus helping the soldiers. And, last 
but not least, the humanity that was a — 
result of this long and bitter war was one 

of its most blessed influences. The war 
was in fact an armed rebellion against 
national authority. Such uprisings, before 
and since, have always, when unsuccessful, 

been attended by punishment for treason 
inflicted by the victorious government. 

The American civil war resulted in the 
triumph of the national government, and 
yet not one “rebel” was punished for 
his treason; not one of the leaders of 

the revolt was made to suffer the historic penalty of his action. 
The war had been in progress for more than three years when in 

November, 1864, a presidential election was held. The minority 
party — those timid Northerners who declared that the war was a 

failure and ought to cease — rallying under the Democratic banner, 
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