
220 A FIGHT FOR LIFE. 

the step was taken at last. Five days after the battle of Antietam 
—on the twenty-second of September, 1862 — President Lincoln 
made the greatest move of the war and issued a proclamation de- 
claring that on and after the first day of January, 1863, “all persons 
held as slaves within any State or designated part of a State the 

- people whereof shall then be in rebellion against the United States 
shall be thenceforward and forever free.” On the first of January, 
1863, the official proclamation of emancipation was issued. “ And 

thus,” says Mr. Schurz, “Abraham 
Lincoln wrote his name upon the 
books of history with the title dearest 
to ‘his heart—the liberator of the 
slave.” 

Fighting is a bloody and brutal ex- 
pedient— a course always to be avoided 
if in justice and honor it can be 
avoided. But when war comes it must. 
be made effective by every possible 
means. The abolition of slavery was 
one of these means; the abolition of 
wooden war-ships was another. The 

_ war led thinking people to suggest and 
invent many improvements in firearms, camp equipage and the mu- 
nitions of war, but the cunning brain of Captain John Ericsson revo- 
lutionized the navies of the world and showed that iron could float 
and fight on the water. The story of his little ironclad vessel, the 

’ Monitor, is as simple as it is stirring. The Confederates had taken 
the captured frigate, Merrimac, fitted her with an iron overcoat and 
sent her to destroy the Union war-ships around Fortress Monroe. 
This she did and was about starting out on a voyage of destruction 
among the sea-coast cities of the North, when on the morning of the 
ninth of March, 1862, the little Monitor (“a cheese-box on a raft,” : 
so the Confederates called her ), appeared on the scene, fought the 

  
  

      
        
  

  
    
      

            
  
          
  

  

    
  

 


