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when that day came the cost of the fearful fight had been six hun- 
dred thousand Northern and Southern lives laid down for a principle 
and six thousand millions of dollars spent. This it had cost to destroy _ 
the doctrine of the sovereign power of the State as opposed to the 
supremacy of the nation, to do away forever with slavery on Ameri- 
can soil and to make of the United States a real nation; this it had 

cost to make the republic a unit, to secure perpetual peace and a 
lasting union to all Americans forever. 

The war was a stubborn strife, not because of any hatred between 
North and South —for this there really was not — but because of 
the determination of both contesting sides to win. From 1861 to 
1863 the government at Washington was busied in surrounding the 
confederacy in its encircling grasp; from 1863 to 1865 this grasp 
was gradually closed and tightened until it held within it the armies 
and the cities of the South. The battle of Gettysburg in the Hast 
and the capture of Vicksburg in the West, on or about the fourth of 
July, 1863, marked the turning point of the war. | 

Even in the first year of the war, although the Union army lost 
its first great battle (Bull Run, July 21, 1861), and in the West found 

_ itself defeated at Wilson’s Creek (August 10, 1861), it still advanced 
its lines into the southern territory and narrowed the limits of 
the Confederacy. In the second year, still more territory was cap- 
tured ; but, within its lessening territory, the Confederate army stood — 
firm and confident, undismayed by its defeat at Antietam in the 
East (September 17, 1862) and Pittsburgh Landing in the West 
(April 7, 1862). In the third year both sides being now trained to 
war, clinched for a decisive grapple. General Lee and his splen- 
didly disciplined army in the East made a wonderful attempt to 
break through the Union lines and invade the North, but fell back, 
baffled and defeated, at Gettysburg (July 3, 1863). Lookout Moun- 
tain gave the victory to the Union army in the West, and the 
grapple of 1863 ended in a loss of strength and confidence for the 
South. In the fourth year the fight raged about Richmond, now


