
214 A FIGHT FOR LIFE. 

to the North. The conflict was to be a struggle between Ameri- 
can citizens; and when once the American spirit of resistance 

is aroused, enthusiasm and determination know no section. The 

South, led into war by the efforts of its leaders, was bound to follow 

the lead of South Carolina. The attack on Sumter and the rising in 
the North were followed by quite as much ex- 
 citement and enthusiasm in the South; one 

after another the seceding States wheeled. into 

line; the Confederate Government called for 
thirty-five thousand volunteers, and, as in the | 

North, four times as many offered their services. 
Men enlist to fight for various reasons. Love 

of excitement, hope of reward, desire for glory, 
love of country — these are the principal causes, 

and in the war between the States, from 1861 - 

to 1865, these reasons led many young men 
to nage their comfortable homes, their studies, their occupations, 
their pleasures and their gains, and with sword at side or gun at 
shoulder to march South or North to fight for a principle dear 
alike to each. 

From the attack on Sumter on the twelfth of April, 1861, and the 
first blood at Baltimore on the nineteenth of April following, down 
to the surrender of General Lee, the chief of the Confederate forces, 
on the ninth of April, 1865 — almost four years to a day —the 
fight for life, for Union, for supremacy, went fiercely on. All too 
soon the people, North and South, awoke to the sad truth that this 
was an American war—a “duel to the death,” a strife between 
equally brave and equally determined foemen. The seventy-five 
thousand volunteers first called for in the North grew to an army 
of three million men before the end came; the thirty-five thousand 
volunteers of the South grew to a million and a half. In 1863 
when the strife was at its height and the struggle was the fiercest, 
the North had nearly a million men in the field; the South had - 

 


