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face to face with the greatest difficulties. He was the head of a 

new party, without experience and without standing. He was con- 

fronted by seven States in open rebellion to the constituted authority 

of the National Government. The men from whose hands he © 

received ‘the reins of power were hostile to his party and his prin- 

ciples and had helped rather than hindered the eftorts of the 

.“State’s Rights rebels.” Forts, arsenals, mints, custom houses, 

ship yards, naval stores and other public properties of the United 

States had been deliberately seized by the States within whose borders 

they were located, and transferred to the new “Confederate” 

government. The little army of the United States had been 

scattered and forced to surrender to the rebels. Officers of the army 

and navy, representatives and senators in Congress and officials in — 

the service and pay of the United States, declared that they must 
“follow their State,” resigned their stations or offices and went to 

their homes. In the harbor of Charleston, South Carolina, Fort 

Sumter, one of the very few forts still held by the United States 
troops, was surrounded and besieged by the South Carolina forces, 
and, of the navy of the United States, only two insignificant vessels 
were ready for service along the whole Atlantic coast. To such a 
pass had Southern scheming and the sympathy or stupidity of the 
party in power brought the dignity and the ability of the United 
States. 

Abraham Lincoln was tracted and far-sighted. He felt that. 
the new administration stood on dangerous word ~ One hasty 
move, one tyrannical act might turn the tide against the Union — 
and with him the preservation of the Union was the leading desire. 

His inaugural address, now held by critics to be one of the great- 

est state papers in history, while full of the hope of peace, was still 
firm and unfaltering in its purpose to maintain the Union; whatever 
happened. 

“The Union is eae he said; “ and to ihe extent of my 

ability I shall take care, as the Concatuion itself expressly enjoins


