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clared its acceptance of the Constitution of the United States, and — 
declared that “the Union now subsisting between South Carolina 
and other States, under the name of the United States of America” 
was dissolved. 

Led on by the bold step of South Carolina the other “ Cotton 
States” followed suit, and in January and February, 1861, similar 
ordinances of secession were passed by Mississippi, Florida, Alabama, 
Georgia, Louisiana and Texas. 

Acting quickly, the secession element in the seven rebellious 
- States at once proceeded to “ force the issue.”” They sent delegates 

to.a general convention held at Montgomery in 
Alabama, set up a government under the name 
of the Confederate States of America, adopted 
a constitution (that was almost exactly the same 
as the Constitution of the United States, with 
slavery and State sovereignty added), elected 
Jefferson Davis as president, established “ depart- 
ments” of state, war, the treasury, the navy, 

etc., decided upon a great seal and flag (popu- 
larly called the “stars and bars,” as against the 
“stars and stripes”), and prepared to defend 
their action by war if need be. But, they all 
declared, that will scarcely be necessary ; the North will not fight. 

And, at first, it did look as though the North would not fight. 
President Buchanan did nothing ; he said he did not see how he could 

§ prevent a State from seceding if it really desired or attempted to ; 
the politicians said: O, the trouble will be fixed up with another 
compromise ; the chief associates of the president were really in 
sympathy with the secessionists, and when Congress adjourned in 
March, 1861, no step had been taken to secure the protection or 
uphold the dignity of the United States of America. 

Abraham Lincoln was inaugurated as president of the United 
States on the fourth of March, 1861. At once he found himself 

  

GREAT SHAL OF THE ‘ CON- 

FEDERACY.”


