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say just what it shall do or how it shall act, and that no State 
has a right to leave the Union of its own accord. 

The breach was widening. The United States of America were 

_ becoming sectional — that is, slavery, believed in by the South, ab- 

horred by the North, was setting North and South at enmity. To- 
day slavery is dead, and North and South can never again be arrayed 
against one another; but in 1860 slavery tinged everything. The 
love of it led to the brutal assault upon Senator Charles Sumner of 
Massachusetts and beat him from his chair in the Senate in 1856; 
the hatred of it led to the armed attack in Virginia in 1859 precipitated 
by a free-soil partisan and known as “John Brown’s raid,” and both 
the attack on Sumner and the “raid ” of John Brown, though both 

were the result of a fiery fanaticism and though neither of them 
were due to the plottings of rival parties, were still fastened upon 
the sections from which the actors came, and increased the eroniny 
anger that was showing itself North and South. 

It was in the midst of this growing discord that the presidential 
election of 1860 came as, what we call, the climax. The Democratic 
party split in two and made separate nominations; the Republican 
party raised the cry of “ No extension of slavery!” and by a total 
of one hundred and eighty electoral votes carried the day, and 
Abraham Lincoln of Illinois was elected president. 

The hottest and most determined of the Southern States was 
South Carolina. From the days of President Andrew Jackson and 
the “ Nullifiers,” it had always maintained its right to leave the 
Union, and the election of Lincoln gave it the opportunity it sought. 
A Northern president, backed by the Northern people, means the 
downfall of the South, said South Carolina. I shallleave the Union, 
and you, my comrades of the Cotton States, if you know what is best 
for you, will go out too. 

The State Converition of South Carolina at once assembled and a 
the twentieth of December, 1860, passed an “ ordinance of secession,” 
wiped out the act by which the State had so many years before de-


