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“-yalor of the American soldiers.and their leaders. In a hostile and 
unknown land, against the odds of heavier numbers, stubborn resist- 

ance, miserable roads, lack of supplies and an unhealthy country, the 
American soldiers fought their way to victory and made the names of 
Palo Alto and Buena Vista, of Cerro Gordo and Contreras, of Cheru- 

busco and Chapultepec glorious in the annals of bravery, while the 
names of such generals as Taylor and Kearney, Scott and Worth do 
but lead the roll of the daring and heroic men who ped them | 
to the end. 

ee the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, which aut an end to this two 
years’ war, the territory of the United States was greatly increased. 

' The immense section now occupied by Texas, New Mexico, Arizona, 
- Colorado, Utah, Nevada and California, nearly a million square miles 
in extent, was added to the republic; fifteen millions of dollars were 
paid to Mexico for the territory thus given up; peace was declared 
and the victorious Americans returned to their homes in the North.’ 

But if the war had been an. unjust one on the part of the United 
States, it brought about trouble enough in the end and deepened 
the shadow of discord into a dense and overhanging cloud. At 
once, after the new territory had been secured, the South demanded 
that it be made slave soil; the North as strongly objected and de- 
manded that slavery should be therein forbidden. Again it looked » 
as if the boy at the south and the boy at the north of Mason and 
Dixon’s line would come to blows; but they decided finally to leave 
the question to those who should settle on the new lands, and thus 
an uncertain condition of affairs was brought about. This, because 
it was in the hands of those who. hurriedly settled (or “squatted ”), 
on the vacant lands, was known as “squatter Sere and the 
black looks across the line still continued. . 

In 1848, General Zachary Taylor, “the hero of Buena Vista,” was 
elected president of the United States. There was a feeling through- 
out the country that “old Rough and Ready,” as he was called, had 

- not been well-treated by the Government during the war, and the 

 


