
    

- 192 THE SHADOW OF DISCORD. 

Texas was proclaimed. The new republic was a vast territory larger 

than all of France, and when in 1844 it expressed a desire to join 

the great northern republic as one of the United States the Southern 
States rejoiced exceedingly, for this would bring on great increase 

of power to the slave States; on the other hand the North opposed 
such an action both as giving too much power to the slave States 

and as a breach of friendship with Mexico, which had not yet ac- 

knowledged the independence of Texas. 
But the Southern leaders were determined to fave ‘Texas if they 

could. The presidential election of 1844 turned on the question of its 
annexation; Henry Clay, the Whig candidate for president, was not 

sufficiently emphatic in his objection to the “Texas scheme” to 
please a certain section of the anti-slavery men at the North who 
called themselves the Liberty party; their hostility lost Clay the 
State of New York, and the Democratic candidate, James K. Polk, 

was elected president by a vote of one hundred and BOER, of the 
two hundred and seventy-five electoral votes. 

Of course Texas was annexed; and in December, 1845, she was 
admitted to the Union. Florida came in just before her, in March, . 
1845, and it so happened that the vast southwestern commonwealth 
was the last slave State to be admitted to the Union. For from that 
day the shadow of discord grew heavier and blacker. 

_ President. Polk’s administration witnessed many signs of prog- 
ress inthe land. In 1846, Elias Howe invented the sewing-machine ; 
in 1847, Richard M. Hoe invented his cylinder printing press; in 
1846, Dr. Morton discovered the use of ether, and thus were house- 
hold labor, the spreading of news and the bearing of pain made 
lighter and easier. 

But the administration of President Polk also plunged the country | 
into war. It presented also the example of the strong punishing 

' the weak — never a pleasant spectacle and one that is apt to lead to 
the question with which so many boys are familiar: “Say, why 
don’t you take one of your size?” For in May, 1846, the re- 

   


