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new movements in thought and life that were making “ the thirties” 
a time of changing days, the political questions and official acts, 

that came to disturb men’s minds and rouse them to fervid support 
or violent. opposition, were many. Jackson was a man of strong 

opinions, likes and dislikes ; ; absolutely honest and with an mika 

ing will he loved his friends and hated his foes; his administration 
was a'strong one and by its firmness made the country respected 

abroad; but it was filled with political quarrels and party strifes ; 
_ people in office who opposed the president were ruthlessly turned 

out to make room for his friends and supporters im a New York 
senator, defending the president's system 

of removals made the insolent announce- © 

ment that has since grown famous: “ to 

the victor belong the spoils.” In the 

forty years between Washington and Jack- _ 

son there had been but seventy-four re- 

movals from office; during the first year 

of Jackson’s administration two thousand 

office holders were “turned out” to make | 
room for the president’s “supporters.” 

For years the money that belonged to 

the United States had been deposited in mae was Goan as the 

United States Bank. President Jackson believed that this was not 

so beneficial to the people as if the money was scattered around 

among the banks in the different States. So he made war on the 
United States Bank and finally destroyed it. 

Jackson also objected strongly to the “American system,” of 

which I told you in the last chapter. The Government, he said, 

had no right to tax the people for making roads, digging canals and 

dredging descborss So he declared war on “ internal improvements” 

and again came out victorious. 

_ Jackson, too, believed in the government of the United States. 

It was, he claimed, the one authority to which all the States must 
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