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by stretching across New York State from the Hudson River to 
Lake Erie. This “big ditch,” as some people called it, was eight 

years in building and was opened to the public on the fourth of 
November, 1825, when Governor Clinton, having sailed its entire 

length from Buffalo to Sandy Hook—a nine days’ trip — poured 
into the Atlantic from a gilded keg ie water from Lake Erie 
and declared the great canal “ open.” The act was significant. 

It marked’a new day of American progress and, by establishing a 
direct and easy trade communication with the West, it made New 
York the metropolis of America, 

About the same time a great “National Road” for inland com- 
munication was laid out and constructed. It stretched from Mary- 
land to Indiana and was intended for wagon 

travel. It was a wise piece of work and would 
have been a great and most important one 
had not the railroad soon come in to. onan 

ae distance and to get the best of time. 
_ In 1828 the new parties had their first strong 
grapple. Adams was overthrown and Andrew 

Jackson of. Tennessee was elected president. 
New ideas were taking the place of old ones; il 

the approach of a certain overturn in life and iii 
manners was “in the air,” and as Mr. Johnston ~ 
says, “ the government was changed because 
the people had changed.” , 

Jackson’s own story was proof of this. He 
was what is called a “self-made man.” He was 
the first president to come directly from the ranks of “the peo- 
ple.” The son of a poor North Carolina borderer, he was born 
into the very air of rebellion to tyranny and early imbibed a love 
of liberty. The boy of fourteen who dared to refuse to black the 
boots of his British captor was the same unyielding patriot who, 
behind his crazy earthworks at New Orleans, grimly awaited that 
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