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decision to the House of Representatives. There, only the three 
highest names. were voted upon; the friends of Henry Clay cast 

their votes for John Quincy Adams and he was, accordingly, de- 

clared elected. This confusing election was at that time called 
“the scrub-race for the presidency,” and a “ scrub-race,” you know, 
is a race between “scrubs” —that is, untrained and unpracticed 
horses, boys or men. 

There was, of course, a good deal of “ back-talk”’ and hard feel- 

ings over so mixed a contest; and, as a result, new parties were 
formed. At first they called themselves “ Adams men,” or “ Jack- 
son men.” Then the Democrat-Republican party which had started 
in Jefferson’s time took to itself the name of the Democratic Party, 
by which it has ever since been known, and its opponents called 
themselves, first, National-Republicans and afterwards Whigs. 

John Quincy Adams was the son of a president — stout old John 
Adams, the champion of Revolution and the successor of Washington 

as President of the United States. Like his father, John Quincy 
Adams was able, honest, uncompromising, independent and firm. 
His administration was a success; money was plenty and the people 
were prosperous, but the president’s firmness as to his own opinions 
and his unwillingness to “give in” to the plans of others made 
for him many enemies— especially among politicians, who, as a 
rule, are quick haters. So, like his father, he was defeated when 

nominated for a second term as president; but, with the good of his 

country at heart, he went into congress again as a member of the 
House of Representatives from’ Massachusetts and there had a re- 

markable career of seventeen years— the stout and merciless op- 
ponent of whatever seemed to him unjust, tyrannical or wrong. 
He was known both to’ friends and foes as the “Old Man Elo- 

~ quent”; of, him it was said that he actually “died in harness,” 

for in the Capitol at Washington is still pointed out the spot 
where he fell, stricken down by paralysis in February, 1848, while 

attending the debates of Congress. And in the Capitol he died


