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that the Constitution left the slavery question to the States; that 
Missouri was a slave section and that Congress had nothing to say 
in the matter. So the question grew into a hot and bitter dis- 
pute that at one. time even threatened to break up the Union; 
but at last each side “gave in” a little; a line was drawn at the 
southern boundary of Missouri; it was agreed that Missouri should 
be admitted into the Union as a slave State, but that slavery 
should be forever prohibited north of that line —the land occu- 

pied by the new State of Missouri only excepted. This famous 
agreement was known as “the Missouri Compromise,” and, under 
it, Missouri was admitted into the Union in 1821 as the twenty- 
fourth State. 

This season of State-making had almost doubled the original “ old 
thirteen ;” it had trebled the population. There were in 1821 fully 

ten millions of people in the United States as against the three 

millions that brought the land out of successful revolution in 1783. 

With the exception of the slavery dispute there was but little to 

disturb the peace and prosperity of the land. With the close of the, 

War of 1812, business grew brisk again and commerce began to re- 

_ vive. The farmers readily “moved” their crops; money became 

more plentiful and people speedily forgot the worries of the war- 

days and remembered only the glories. 

In 1816 President Madison was succeeded by James Monroe, of 

Virginia, the nominee of the Republican party. The successful 

ending of the war with Great Britain had destroyed the last rem- 

-nant of the old Federalist party which had opposed and hindered 

the carrying on of the war. In the election of 1816 the Federalist 

candidates received but thirty-four of the two hundred and twenty- 

one electoral votes ; and in 1820 so satisfied were the people with 

President Monroe and his way of “running things,” so contented 

were they with the condition of the country, the prospects of 

business and the steady progress of national growth and wealth 

that this period of American history is often called “the Era of


