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boats for navigation and trade on the Mississippi and other western 
rivers hastened the growth of western settlement. For Fulton’s in- 
vention of the steamboat had — after the first doubts were over — 

been quickly made use of by progressive Americans. Before 1812 
steamboats were running on the Hudson, the Ohio, the St. Lawrence, 

Raritan and Delaware rivers; steam ferry-boats crossed and re- 
crossed the East River, between New York and Brooklyn; and in 
1816 a steamboat ploughed its way ae the Mississippi and into the 
Ohio to Louisville. 

The settlers of the west found an easier land to prepare and 
cultivate than did their ancestors of two centuries before, but they 
had frequent and desperate hostilities with the former Indian owners 
of the land (who never could understand that to sell or give a piece 
of land deprived them of all rights to such land) and the question 
of slavery in the new sections was already causing much ques- 

tioning and dispute. 
_ The successful close of the War of 1812 brought many new people 
across the sea to settle in and become citizens of the growing West- _ 
ern Republic. The west began to fill up; in the northwestern and 

southwestern territories population gradually centered about certain 

available points and, out of the territories, a number of States were 

formed. Ohio had been admitted to the Union in 1802 and Louisi- 

ana in 1812. After the war, others followed. Indiana was admitted 

in 1816, Mississippi in 1817, Illinois in 1818 and Alabama in 1819 ; 

Maine (outgrowing the care of Massachusetts of which it had been 

a part for fully two hundred years) came in as a new State in 1820, 

and Missouri was admitted in 1821, 
So you see that by the year 1820 all the territory east of the 

Mississippi River, except that wild northern lake region now occu- 

pied by Michigan and Wisconsin, had been cut up into States. They 

had been admitted also alternately — first a northern and then a 

southern one, for the question of slavery was from the first a puz- 

zling one to settle. Really the United States of America held by


