
  

156 A WRESTLE WITH THE OLD FOE. 

battles of the War of 1812 is, as Mr. Roosevelt says, “not cheerful 

reading for an American.” 

One result, however, these unsuccessful battles had. Even out of 

defeat they brought discipline. They made fighters out of the raw 

recruits, and, as one historian tells us, “two years of warfare gave 

us soldiers who could stand against the best men of Britain.” 

But it was a schooling dearly bought. The grapple on land with 

which the old foemen again tried their strength was dreary and dis- 

heartening enough in its results to the Americans; dissatisfaction at 

the conduct of the war became so-strong in certain sections that the 

opponents of the government met in convention at Hartford in 1814, 

and threatened to set up a separate government for New England 

which, so it was claimed, the government had left to take care of it- 

self; the treasury was bankrupt; the leaders were incompetent; and, 

after the burning of Washington, the situation appeared so oe 

that the English | lookers-on exultantly declared that “the ill-organ-. 

ized association is on the eve of dissolution and the world is speedily 

to be delivered of the mischievous example of the existence of a 
government founded on demo- 

- eratic rebellion.” | 
But ‘all this while the unexpect- 

ed was happening. The Ameri- 
can navy from which nothing had 
been anticipated, and which, at the 

opening of the war, it was proposed 

to keep in port to save it from 

destruction by the EP iabIS British fleets of war, took up the 
challenge that England had so contemptuously flung at America, 
sailed boldly out against the stoutest and most invincible British 
war-ships, swelled its force by swift-sailing privateers, and showed 
so much pluck and courage that it succeeded in doing more damage 
to British shipping and commerce than any nation had ever accom- 
plished. Out of eighteen lake and ocean duels the American men- 
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