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Britain felt that it would be but an easy task to whip the young 
nation that thirty years before had caused her so much shame. 

From first to last the land battles of the War of 1812 were a 
series of defeats, brightened by only a few victories. The soldiers 
had no confidence in their generals, until generals had really been 
made by the bitter experience of defeat. For the most part it was 

a “leaderless war.” The names of Winfield Scott and Andrew 
Jackson, with perhaps that of William Henry Harrison, are almost 
the only ones that come down to us as those of 
successful leaders. fi 

The war was mismanaged from the start. Many 
of the people were opposed to it; the Government 

_ was absolutely incapable of directing it; the troops 
lacked discipline; the generals knew nothing of 
how to handle or how to lead: their men; the 

Canadian frontier, then almost a wilderness, was 

foolishly crossed and recrossed for the impossible 
invasion of Canada; posts that should have been 
held at all hazards were surrendered or abandoned, 

and important centers that should have been de- 

fended were left at the mercy of the enemy. Thus was Detroit on — 
the northwestern border surrendered by General Hull and all the 

territory beyond the Ohio country. lost to the Americans; the 
territory of Maine was seized and held by the British; and in 

August, 1814, five thousand British soldiers marched through Vir- 

ginia and Maryland, drove the militia before them again and again, 

entered Washington from which the inefficient government had 

fled, burned the Capitol, the White House (as the home of the presi- 
dent was called) and most of the public buildings, and then sailed 
to attack the city of Baltimore. . With the exception of such 
engagements as the Battle of the Thames and of Chippewa Plains 

and the wonderful victory at New Orleans—a needless battle 

fought after peace had been agreed upon — the history of the land 

 


