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would be in danger from the hostile arms of England, sold to the 
United States ion fifteen millions of dollars, the vast territory lying 
between the Mississippi River and the Rocky Mountains and known 
as Louisiana. This more than doubled the possessions of the United 
States, and from this land purchase of 1803 have since been made 
the States of Louisiana, Arkansas, Missouri, Iowa, Kansas, Nebraska, 
North and South Dakota, Montana and the Indian Territory. It 
also included goodly portions of the present States of Minnesota, 
Colorado and Wyoming. 

The new republic was fast growing into a successful and ambi- 
tious young giant, but, like many ambitious young men, it boasted and 
assumed too much and frequently got into trouble. Fired by the 
success of the Louisiana purchase in 1803, it stretched out toward the 
Pacific and, by virtue of an exploring expedition conducted into the far 
northwestern region by Lewis and Clarke in 1804, it laid claim to 
what was known as the Oregon country —a claim that was disputed 
by England for nearly forty years. 

In 1800 the population of the United States had increased to 
5,308,483 ; in 1810 it had grown to 7,239,881. Discovery and in- 
vention, though weak and unsatisfactory, were just beginning to 

open people’s eyes, and were giving a new push to American enter- 
prise. Robert Fulton invented the steamboat in 1807, and by his 

success made the great rivers of the United States more valuable 
than ever before as highways for commerce. Coal was discovered 
in Pennsylvania, but no one knew just how to use it to advantage. 
Dissatisfied people were beginning to find fault with their circum- 
stances and their surroundings, and no less a personage than the 
vice-president of the United States, Aaron Burr, smarting under 

what he considered ill-treatment by the Government and having 
wickedly killed Alexander Hamilton in a duel, hatched up a treason- 

able scheme to found a government of his own in the new western 
country, but was arrested, tried, acquitted, disgraced and forgotten. 
The people of the United States might be uneasy and ambitious, but


