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in Pennsylvania in 1794, both of which needed to be put down by 

force of arms. The exciting days of the French Revolution in 1789, 

when, profiting by the example of America, the French people 

threw off the yoke of the kings (in a much more bloody and brutal 

fashion, however, than it was done in America), very nearly dragged 

the American republic into war; but Washington's firm hand on the 

helm guided the ship of state safely through the troubled waters of 

a dangerous sympathy. The wars on the frontier into which the 

settlement of the Ohio country provoked the Indians, begun, in 

1790, in defeat under General St. Clair, ended, in 1794, in victory 

under General Wayne. These secured from the red owners the 

rights to possession forever in the present State of Ohio. Further 

rights in the Northwest, and the settlement of disputed questions as 

to who had the “say” on the northern border, were secured by a 

new treaty with England, concluded by John Jay in 1795. 

In spite, however, of debt and jealousies and questions of rights 

and privileges, in spite of angry uprisings, misunderstandings and 

rumors of war, the new nation speedily began to prosper and under 

the two terms which George Washington served as president, bore 

itself with dignity and showed the world its ability to live in good 

order and to maintain a successful government. Europe still looked ; 

on doubtfully, pointing to the terrible times in France as one of 

the first fruits of American independence and prophesying similar 

anarchy and final downfall for America. But, unmoved by this, the 

United States held on the course resolved upon ; commerce increased ; 

the money of the United States, first coined in 1793, was placed in 

circulation ; enterprising sea-captains displayed the American flag 

in foreign waters, and in 1790 carried it around the world on the 

good ship Columbia of Boston ; turn-pike roads were built; canals 

were dug; colleges were founded. Thus American enterprise was 

born; and, as the stormy seventeenth century drew to its close, the 

United States of America began to challenge the attention and 

admiration of the world.


