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vast territory extending from the Ohio River to the Great Lakes 
was called the Northwest Territory and into this section settlers 
speedily found their way. It was fertile, fair and every way attract- 
ive, and promised a better outlook for pleasant homes and produc- 
tive farming than did the rocky shores and sterile hill-slopes of New 
England. As colonists, the people of America had experienced such 

bitter days with England that when their own people went west to 
settle in the new fends beyond the Ohio they dealt with them justly 
and kindly, and the “Ordinance of 1787” which provided for the 
government of the Northwest Territory was one of the broadest 
and most generous agreements known to history. Daniel Webster 
sud of it: “We are accustomed to praise the lawgivers of an- 
tiquity ; we help to perpetuate the fame of Solon and Lycurgus; but 
I doubt whether one single law of any lawgiver, ancient or modern, 
has produced effects of more distinct, marked and lasting character 
than the ordinance of 1787.” By this “ordinance” slavery was 
forbidden ; the inhabitants were assured religious freedom, trial by 
jury and equal rights; conmon schools were to be supported and, 
as soon as the population was large enough, five new States were 
to be formed from the territory admitted to the Union and were to 
be governed by the people themselves. This ordinance and this 
territory developed in time into the great and prosperous States of 
Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Michigan and Wisconsin. 

So, with the new life and the mighty inspiration that liberty and 
the privilege of self-government brought, the new American re- 
public started toward progress. All was not smooth at first. There 
were disputes, between sections and jealousies between law-makers ; 
there were struggles for place and power; there were protests 
against what some deemed the “tyranny of the majority;” the 
debts incurred by the years of war were heavy and needed to be 
met by that very taxation that so many Americans had learned to 
detest and, from this last cause, two “ rebellions” sprung —Shay’s 
insurrection in Massachusetts in 1786, and the whiskey insurrection


