
  

136 “THE AMERICANS.” 

minded wife of the President was ridiculously styled by many 

“Lady Washington,” while men and women aped the display and 
costume and fashionable follies of the rotten old courts and king- 
doms across the sea, the great mass of the Americans were plain, 
sensible, hard-working men and women, who laughed at all such 
pretended “style” and farmed and fished and bought and sold in 
the proud knowledge that all men were equal before the law as well 
as in the sight of the good God who had created them. 

More and more, as population increased, the 
young men of the homes by the sea went west 
to seek their fortune and to occupy new lands 
in the far-off Indian country, where for years 
the forests and valleys of Kentucky and Ten- 
nessee and the Ohio region had been first the 
hunting ground and then the homes of hardy 
frontiersmen and hopeful settlers. The Indians 
who had hunted and fought in this fertile 
section for generations, fiercely resisted the 
coming of the white man; but it was to no 

purpose. In spite of arrow and tomahawk and scalping-knife such 
mighty hunters as Daniel Boone cleared the pathway in what was 
called “the dark and bloody ground,” for settlement and civiliza- 
tion; population increased; and, in 1792, Kentucky was admitted 
into the union of States, while Tennessee followed in 1796. To 
the northeast Vermont, which after years of dispute as to whether 
it belonged to New Hampshire or New York had set up for itself 
during the Revolution, was in 1791 admitted into the Union as the 
fourteenth State. . 

By the treaty of Paris, which established peace between the 
United States and Great Britain after the Revolutionary War, the 
boundaries of the United States were acknowledged to be Canada 
on the north, the Mississippi River on the west, and Florida (ex- 
tending in a narrow strip to the Mississippi) on the south. The


